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TOP The tasting room of the Old Stump Brewing Company is an open area equipped with
board games and a full view of the brewery tanks. These tanks are used weekly to make new
batches of beer. Photography by Kathleen Arellano

ON THE COVEROver 20 miles of curving roads wrap around the side of Mt. San Antonio,
better known as Mt. Baldy. Glendora Ridge Road is used everyday for recreational purposes
such as motorcycling, biking, running and driving. By day, nature explorers travel these roads,
but by night, cars race along the dangerously winding roads. Photography by Ashlyn Hulin

BACK COVER Lauren Curtius, lead vocalist and guitar for the Lovely Bad Things, performs
on a Friday night at the Flyway Fox in Pomona. Photography by Jerri White
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Before now, it wasn’t my lifelong dream to become a journalist.
As a kid, I didn’t stay up past my bedtime to watch the newscast
at night. I never read newspapers. I didn’t care for current events.
I didn’t even know what a lede was until my freshman year of
college. 
Four years ago, I committed to the University of La Verne and

hesitantly chose journalism as my major. I knew words were my
strong suit, and I was getting pretty comfortable using a DSLR
camera, so I figured journalism was the best fit for my interests at
the time. Now that I’m looking back, that was a pretty gutsy deci-
sion to make — to spend the next four years and hundreds of
thousands of dollars on getting trained and educated in a field
that the majority of the world thinks is “dying” (Guess what? It’s
not).
From there, I found myself sinking deeper and deeper into the

world of news — I spent the next four years holed up inside
room 118 of the Arts and Communications Building marking up
hundreds of drafts of articles with red pen, playing phone tag,
transcribing hours-long worth of recorded interviews, analyzing
and researching complicated issues, writing stories, salvaging sto-
ries and killing stories. The process wasn’t glamorous — it was
stressful. I’d come home every Thursday night after a 10-hour
production day feeling more frustrated than accomplished. I
doubted myself and I compared myself to others. Most of the
time, I felt that every article I published wasn’t good enough. 
But for some outrageous reason, I stayed. And I wanted to stay. 
I love the newsgathering process, and I love the product that

comes out of it even more. If I told 18-year-old me that being a
journalism major involved a lot more than being a good writer —
that it involved tireless commitment, constant doubt and more
failures than successes — then I think I would have chickened
out. 
Journalism is a calling. In order to succeed in this mad field,

you have to have passion. You have to live and breathe it. You
have to wholeheartedly commit yourself to it, and you have to
believe the blood, sweat and tears are worth it in the end.

Kristina Bugante, Editor-in-Chief
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from his previous home in a small residential hobby farm
in San Bernardino in February 2012. Benjy was extremely
skinny and had not been shaved in a while, prompting
Planet Rehab to take action. After arriving at Planet Rehab,
Benjy did not stop crying for three days, and Gary later
learned that Benjy’s best friend, a baby dwarf Nigerian
goat named Buddy, was left behind. After negotiating, he
was able to bring Buddy to live with Benjy at Planet Re-
hab, and the two did a “happy dance.” Today, they roam
in the back pen area with two other goats, Gaia and Cal-
liope, and share their bundles of grass at mealtime. 
Other animal rescues are spontaneous and unplanned.

While traveling to the store for supplies, Gary and some
volunteers spotted a small shaggy white Shih Tzu running
across the crowded street. After stopping to pick up the
dog to prevent it from getting hit by a car, they visited
nearby houses to search for an owner. After no success,
they brought the dog, who was given the name Scruffy, to
its new home at Planet Rehab.
Along with saving animals from immediate danger,

Gary is also a strong advocate for protecting endangered
species and their natural habitats. One of Planet Rehab’s

largest campaigns is to protect the monarch butterfly popu-
lation, which has been declining since 2012 with the in-
creased use of pesticides and genetically modified organ-
isms. Farms use poisons to kill any unwanted weeds, but in
the process, they also destroy the milkweed plants that
monarch butterflies lay their eggs on. Planet Rehab has
aimed to raise awareness about more than 20 species of
endangered butterflies, including the monarch butterfly. Its
butterfly habitat houses different species of butterflies,
caterpillars and their chrysalises. It is not rare to find a
caterpillar munching on a nearby potted plant or a
monarch butterfly fluttering near a milkweed plant. “That’s
not that difficult of a thing, you plant milkweed, and you’ll
help the monarch butterflies,” Gary says.

Planet Rehab is also spreading awareness about defor-
estation and ways to protect rainforests, particularly the
Amazon in South America, from further destruction. Defor-
estation creates room to grow food for cattle, and Gary en-
courages people to eat less beef as the beef industry has
been a major factor in the growing amount of toxins pol-
luting the environment. He is also concerned about pro-
tecting the wildlife found in the Amazon, which holds
more than a third of the world’s biodiversity. However, ac-
cording to a 2015 United Nations report from the Climate
Change Conference, more than 150 species become ex-
tinct every day as a result of logging and habitat destruc-
tion. “This freaked me out, that we’ve sped up the natural
extinction rate by 1,000 percent,” Gary says.

Raising environmental awareness
While Planet Rehab is very involved in protecting animals

Gary Mitchell is the founder
of Planet Rehab, a nonprofit
organization that rescues
many endangered species
including birds, tortoises
and goats. Mitchell’s sun
conures, Kiki and Koko, sit
on his shoulder as he
interacts with the other
birds in the aviary. 

A bright orange sun conure rests on the wooden makeshift
swing and chirps at her partner bathing in the stone bird
bath. In a flash of orange and red, she darts to the bath,
splashing the other bird with her abrupt landing. She be-
gins to playfully nip at his golden feathers when they hear
the harsh screech of the metal door. A familiar voice calls
out to them. “Kiki, Koko!” The two birds recognize their
names and flock to Gary Mitchell’s open palm filled with
seeds and grains. 
“Hey, can someone take the tortoises to the front while

I’m feeding the birds?” Gary says. Two volunteers pick up
the three large tan sulcata tortoises lounging just outside of
the metal aviary and move them to the front lawn of the
one-story house. The lawn is bordered by a white picket
fence that encloses the overgrown grass, which becomes
the perfect meal for Gigantaur, Tortellini and Allen. The vol-
unteers gently place the tortoises in the shady part of the
lawn. It takes a while for the tortoises, who have just
woken up, to recognize where they are, but they soon real-
ize what time it is and begin munching on the tall blades
of grass.
It is 9 a.m., and for Kiki, Koko, the tortoises and hun-

dreds of other animals at Planet Rehab, it is feeding time.
Kiki and Koko are sun conures, an endangered species
threatened by habitat loss in South America and the pet
trade industry. Gigantaur, Tortellini and Allen are sulcata
tortoises, also an endangered species, but they are not
alone. Some of the 350 animals that call Planet Rehab their
home are in peril of becoming extinct, which Gary and his
team hope to prevent.
Planet Rehab, a nonprofit environmental organization

located in the quiet neighborhood of Dalepark Drive in
San Dimas, is dedicated to raising awareness about nature
and species protection. Gary has been the sanctuary’s ex-
ecutive director since he founded it in 2002. The idea for
Planet Rehab emerged while he was listening to NPR’s
“Science Friday,” a science and technology podcast, on a
drive home. After hearing Princeton professor Michael Op-

penheimer talk about how many species were being af-
fected by global warming, Gary remembers being horrified
at the general lack of knowledge about global
warming and the environment. “I thought,
‘Why is it that I am giving all of this money to
all of these organizations, and I’m not even
aware of all of this?’ So I decided to start an or-
ganization with the goal of making the public
aware of what the environmental challenges
are that we are facing,” Gary says. After find-
ing a place in San Dimas that was zoned for
animals, Gary and the few birds he owned be-
came the first residents of Planet Rehab.

Protecting the animals and their
habitats
Many of the current residents at Planet Rehab
were rescued, and with more constantly being
brought in every week, Gary always needs to
be prepared for a possible unexpected deliv-
ery. “You really can’t set a schedule because
all of a sudden, a baby squirrel is going to be
left at your doorstep, or you’re going to notice
there’s a bird that’s sick, or there’s an emer-
gency, and you have to drop everything you had planned
and go take care of that animal because that’s something
that cannot wait,” he says. 
Planet Rehab has a broad presence online, and many

people contact Gary when they have an animal in need of
help. With an extensive network of volunteers and commu-
nity members, Planet Rehab often receives animals that
need rehabilitation, whether it be a baby dove that had
fallen out of its nest, or a stray dog with a broken leg. Some
animals become permanent residents at the sanctuary, but
many native animals are released back into the wild or
adopted out to new homes.
Some animals are rescued from mistreatment and poor

living conditions. Planet Rehab obtained Benjy the alpaca

embracing the

of life
Gary Mitche and Planet Rehab’s fight to save the environment
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combined experience with addressing environmental con-
cerns. They continue to work to create bridges between the
environmental protection community and the public.

Community outreach
Caring for more than 350 animals is not an easy task for
just Gary and Carlo. Planet Rehab enlists the help of more
than 200 volunteers to help maintain and care for the sanc-
tuary and its animals. Volunteers range from high school
students looking to fulfill required community service
hours, to college students wanting to pursue a career in a

similar field. Whatever their reasons for volun-
teering are, most volunteers learn to appreci-
ate nature and understand the current environ-
mental crisis.
James Tweten, a senior biology major with

an emphasis in zoology from Cal Poly
Pomona, has been volunteering at Planet Re-
hab for more than two years. He was in the
middle of transitioning to going back to school
after working when he wanted to find a place
that dealt with animals. After searching the In-
ternet, he was introduced to Gary and Planet
Rehab. James currently volunteers on Satur-
days as Planet Rehab’s animal sanctuary coor-
dinator and helps manage the new volunteers
with their tasks of taking care of the animals.
What began as a way for James to pass time
during the summer soon became his passion,
as he learned more about the sanctuary and its

mission. “There were plenty of things I already had an idea
of, but coming here, Gary has really emphasized how im-
portant the environment is to him, so it has caused me to
think about it more than I probably would have,” he says.
Aurora Williamson, a high school student, has always

wanted to help out with animals and she hopes to study bi-
ology in the future. After attending Planet Rehab’s Lunar
New Year celebration in February, she became interested in
volunteering. Aurora says she had helped her grandma at a
non-profit organization for people with disabilities, and her
experience there had sparked her love for volunteering. “I
love feeling like I’m helping out a bit, so I jumped on this

opportunity,” she says.
Planet Rehab also regularly hosts events on location and

elsewhere in the surrounding communities to help raise
awareness about their cause. The annual International Food
Festival brings in hundreds of people to Planet Rehab in
August to try different dishes from around the world, but
with a small catch – all of the dishes are vegetarian. Gary
says most people are surprised when they find out that veg-
etarian dishes can taste just as good as, and sometimes bet-
ter than, dishes containing meat. Other community events
include the annual Earth Day festival in April, when Planet
Rehab puts on a full-scale musical that tackles different
pressing environmental issues. This year, Gary wrote and
directed “Planet Rehab in Neverland,” a Peter Pan-inspired
musical that encourages people to support the fight to save
the environment.
Community support is very important for a nonprofit or-

ganization that relies largely on donations and sponsors.
Planet Rehab offers sponsorships, where donors can help
provide for necessities such as food and shelter for the ani-
mals with monthly donations. Gary also gives presenta-
tions at schools throughout the San Gabriel Valley and al-
though he often does them for free, he sometimes asks for
a donation to help support the sanctuary. “We do as much
outreach as we can,” Gary says. “We realized that we
can’t really afford to do everything for free. We have more
than 350 mouths to feed every day.”

A look into the future
Gary and Carlo have plans to expand Planet Rehab in
three years – not in San Dimas, but in Costa Rica. Although
Costa Rica is a small country, it is home to about 6 percent
of the Earth’s biodiversity, which Gary wants to protect.
Rainforests are being destroyed to make room for crop for
cattle in the Amazon, but in the process, many natural
habitats are also being damaged. Gary says he hopes to be
able to acquire property in the rainforests and start breed-
ing species that are on the brink of extinction and release
their offsprings into the protected areas that will be owned
by Planet Rehab. “One of the biggest challenges in Costa
Rica is all of the Americans moving there, and so they’re
developing,” Gary says. “Our goal is to go in to offer edu-
cational opportunities and give people the change to learn
about species extinction.”
Planet Rehab is planning to travel to Costa Rica in Au-

gust to begin making connections and setting up future
tours. The educational tours, which will teach people about
different environmental dangers, will help fund its move.
Because of the lack of well-developed environmental edu-
cation in the United States, Gary is frustrated and says the
public is the least educated in the world. In addition to
working to protect the animals, Gary hopes to offer educa-
tional opportunities and give people the chance to learn
about species extinction and what can be done to prevent
it. “This is the most important issue of our time, and some-
times it’s barely talked about at all,” Gary says. “We cannot
make change unless we know what’s happening, and we
are currently uninformed about the environment.” n

The golden pheasant lives
in one of Planet Rehab’s
aviaries alongside parakeets
and rabbits. Planet Rehab
rescues hundreds of birds
that originate from North
and South America, Europe
and Asia.

and their habitats, it is also concerned about other environ-
mental problems such as pollution and global warming.
Planet Rehab’s other big campaigns include reducing the
amount of plastic that ends up in the ocean as a result of
discarded plastic water bottles. Plastic is made from oil,
and oil corporations are the some of the largest corpora-
tions in the world, giving them lots of decision-making
power, Gary says. “In my world, we are not run by the gov-
ernment, we are run by corporations. I made it my mission
to teach corporations about the environment.”
Planet Rehab’s plastic water bottle campaign aims to re-

duce the amount of plastic waste that the bottles produce
and urges people to use reusable alternatives. It started in
2008 after Gary attended a conference where oceanogra-
pher Charles Moore was presenting on ocean gyres that
collect debris. Moore mentioned how bottled water is a
huge contributor, with only 20 percent of plastic bottles be-
ing recycled and 80 percent ending up in landfills or being
washed into the ocean. The plastic then converges in the
ocean to create a gyre of debris known as the great Pacific
garbage patch. “We could see the death of the oceans in
our lifetime and that caught my attention,” Gary says.
To help spread the news about ocean pollution, Gary

wrote a song about the dangers bottled water has on both
humans and the environment called “Just Put Down The
Bottle,” which he performs regularly at community and
Planet Rehab events. “Our response to this problem is
probably a little different than other organizations,” Gary
says. “We chose a musical response because it’s easier for
us to teach people about this with a song.”
Planet Rehab also participates in climate rallies as a part

of its clean energy campaign. The rallies tackle the issue of
gas fracking, particularly methane gas. Originally pro-
moted as an environmental and cleaner method of energy
production, fracking has caused huge methane gas spikes
and increased the risk of earthquakes in the Los Angeles
area. Planet Rehab pushes people to transition to use a re-
newable energy source and move away from products that
use fossil fuel.  “The bottom line is we don’t need fossil
fuel,” Gary says. “Our dollars are literally tied to the oil in-
dustry and that is one of the reasons why we are ranked
second to last in our understanding of the environment.”

Making a dream into a job
Gary has loved animals since he was young. Growing up
in Torrance, California, he remembers playing in the
swamp behind his school, where he would find animals
such as tadpoles, salamanders, toads and butterflies roam-
ing freely. However, he can only reminisce about those
times. “It was so different then than it is now,” Gary says.
“It only makes sense that because of us burning carbon,
that it’s going to affect animals. There’s so few of them now,
it’s really devastating.” 
Before maintaining Planet Rehab became his full-time

job, Gary worked in facility maintenance in 1992, where
he worked with engineers, janitors and landscapers in ar-
eas that use toxic chemicals. There, he began to learn how
chemicals affect the environment during a time when there

was less general knowledge about global warming. Gary
realized he wanted to work with environment protection.
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED),

a standard sustainability credential for buildings, began to
emerge during this time, and Gary helped companies pre-
pare for LEED certification by making sure the building met
the quality standards. Even though it was not a part of his
official job description, Gary also began to teach others
about the environment. “I started marrying my passion for
the environment with my job, and then just kept on using
that,” Gary says. He was later hired by Metro Maintenance
in 2008, where he helped many major corporations such
as Disney and Google as their safety director. He also
served as their director of sustainability and helped major
corporations with sustainability programs like recycling
and composting. During this time, Gary took the opportu-
nity to also educate people about other environmental
problems such as ocean pollution and how it was killing
marine wildlife. He worked with The Tonight Show to in-
stall water filters and help create reusable canteens, which
reduced the daily amount of plastic water bottles used.
Through this effort, Gary was able to save them 25 cases of
bottles a day. “I just combined my passion for taking care
of the environment with what my job was,” Gary says.
Gary also worked for NBCUniversal under a mainte-

nance contract for three years. There, he says he helped

double the recycling and composting by creating branded
reusable canteens. At one point, Gary had a six-figure in-
come before his salary was cut in half during the economic
crisis in 2008. NBCUniversal decided to take his job in-
house, but Gary still wanted to work to protect the environ-
ment. He then discussed plans to start an organization with
his now-husband, Carlo Rios, to combine his passion with
what his job was. “Carlo really pushed for the idea,” Gary
says. “He has been instrumental in the last five and a half
years we’ve been together and really helped Planet Rehab
grow a lot.” 
Now, both he and Carlo have more than 40 years of

Volunteers James Tweten
and Alexandria Villegas

feed white bread to
parakeets in one of the

aviaries. Tweten and
Villegas’ duties include
feeding the animals at

Planet Rehab. The
sanctuary depends on its
volunteers to help with

daily activities and
maintenance of the

property. 

PREVIOUS: Planet Rehab
has a butterfly experience
where visitors can interact

with multiple butterfly
species, including the
endangered monarch

butterfly. 
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Arizona border, as far south as
San Diego County, and as far
north as the Nevada state line. He
averages up to 100 miles a day
driving in his news van. “When I
worked in LA, everything just
seemed to be 30 minutes from the
station, and out here, I’m lucky if
it’s within 30 miles of where I’m
at. It’s such a big area that it’s hard
to stay on top of news because it
keeps constantly coming,” he
says. Tony says that can be frus-
trating because all Alex wants is
for the station to be represented
well with the viewers. “He’s the
kind of guy who wants to be No.
1 when it comes to getting all the
facts right,” he says. “We want to
be everywhere, but we can’t. And
we try. Believe me — we try.” Of-
tentimes Alex and Tony split up
and work separately, and then
come together later to put their
work together for the show. Since

the Inland Empire bureau consists of only the pair, Alex
and Tony often have to do the extra work that goes beyond
their respective job descriptions. For example, Alex has to
do more interviewing and reporting than most photogra-
phers do, while Tony is able to shoot and edit footage
alongside his on-camera work. “I don’t have to worry
about what he’s going to do. I only have to worry about
me, because I know he’s going to do it right,” Tony says.
“And that is unique for a reporter or photographer. He

does both jobs. Thank goodness he does that because I
need it. We need it. We need to be able to work like what
we do in order to keep up.”
Alex likes how isolated the Inland Empire is compared

to Los Angeles. “I think being out here is the best fit for me
because I think I represent the people out here a lot bet-
ter,” he says. Alex says he does not like working in Los An-
geles because the pace and the stories out there are com-
pletely different. “Out here, I get stories about an alligator
found in a marijuana house guarding the plants, and I
don’t see that happening in LA very often,” he says. Alex’s
hobbies are a lot similar to those in the Inland Empire,
such as off-roading or spending time down by the Col-
orado River. He has formed a relationship with the com-
munity and tries to give them the stories that matter the

NBC4 photographer Alex
Vasquez sets up his camera
to film b-roll for a story
about a fatal street racing
crash that occurred March 9
in Ontario. Alex first
surveyed the scene to get
an idea of what he wanted
to shoot for the story before
filming.

Alex Vasquez drives NBC4’s
only four-wheel drive news
van, which gives him the
ability go places other news
vans cannot. He makes up
one half of NBC4’s Inland
Empire news bureau
alongside reporter Tony
Shin.

irst meeting Alex Vasquez is sort of jarring — his over-6-foot
frame stands just as tall as the large, four-wheel drive news van
he lugs around with him practically 24/7. His eyes are almost
always shaded with dark sunglasses, so there is that initial feel-
ing of disconnect, but he soon reels you in with his boisterous,
but welcoming, personality. His van is unmarked, awaiting to

be rewrapped with his station’s logo, but his media credentials
hang from his neck. He’s donning a baseball cap and a shirt both
emblazoned with NBC logos. After taking a call on speakerphone
with an assignment editor, he begins multitasking, his fingers flying
across his iPhone screen. “We’re going to the 3000 block of East
Cedar in Ontario,” he says. At this point, it’s only 10 a.m., but Alex
already began his day at 7 a.m. at an assignment 50 miles away in
Banning — and now, he’s in Upland, figuring out where he should
go to next. He still needed a story in time for the noon newscast. 
“This might not even be our story,” Alex says, but he has to ap-

proach it like it is going to be the one he has to work on for the
day. Soon after, he’s parked on one side of that industrial road in
Ontario, shooting b-roll of scattered car parts, broken glass and an
uprooted tree — the aftermath of a fatal crash from the day before
that police say was due to street racing. He waits around the area
for a while, but later decides to pursue an interview with the vic-
tim’s family in Rancho Cucamonga — which turns out to be a bust.
Then, he’s sent out to cover a completely different assignment
over 50 miles up north in Apple Valley. “You never know
where you’re going to end up,” he says.
On Super Bowl Sunday three years ago, Alex was at a bar in

Mentone, California, a tiny town approximately 70 miles east
of Los Angeles. As he was watching the game with his friends,
word got out of a bus crash that was not far from where he
was. Seven people were killed after a tour bus carrying pas-
sengers from Tijuana sped down Highway 38 and lost control,
crashing into two vehicles. “This off-duty firefighter next to me
was like, ‘I got to go,’” he says. “So I go follow him.” Alex,
who always has a camera with him, even on his day off,
ended up being the first journalist at the scene, beating all the
other media there by an hour and a half. In his career, he has
built a reputation for being first for his work out on the field.
“It’s weird,” he says. “It’s kind of like dumb luck. It seems like
news always follows me, instead of me following the news.” 

A journalist with drive
Alex, who graduated from the communications department at
the University of La Verne in 2005, is now an Emmy award-
winning photojournalist for NBC4 Southern California’s Inland
Empire news bureau. He began his journalism career at the
NBC affiliate KYMA-DT in Yuma, Arizona, and has worked for
major broadcasting affiliates such as KABC and KCBS. He
joined NBC4 in 2006 as an assignment editor before he
started working on the field for NBC4’s sister station KVEA52,
a Telemundo affiliate. As someone who continuously churns out
stories from the immense Inland Empire, Alex drives NBC4’s only
four-wheel drive news van, which gives him the ability to take him
to places other news vans cannot. In December 2015, a gas tanker
truck caught fire on the 15 freeway in Corona, shutting down all
lanes of the highway. “None of the other news vans can get to
where that happened,” Alex says. “So I put on the four-wheel drive
and went up and over that mountain and came down, and the fire-

fighters were staring at me, ‘I can’t believe you went over that
thing.’” His competitiveness has given him an untiring edge to
where he is constantly looking for stories — as if he is on call all
hours of the day. Alex is constantly driving around the Inland Em-
pire — with one hand on his steering wheel, and the other on his
iPhone, he is in constant communication with reporters and as-
signment editors back at the station in Universal City, going to
wherever they send him. While he’s driving to a story, he is still
constantly scoping the area and listens for key words such as
“shooting” or “fire,” on his police scanners, including the five in
his van and the 14 in his house. “They’re on 24/7,” he says. “Peo-
ple sleep with their televisions on, but for me, it’s the police scan-
ners.” 

Covering the Inland Empire
Alex’s commitment to getting the best story before anyone else
makes him well-prepared to cover the Inland Empire. During his
years of covering stories in Los Angeles county for NBC4 and
KVEA52, Alex constantly requested the stations to send him to as-
signments in the Inland Empire. “I know the area, I wanted to be
there, and no one else wanted to be there because of the weather
and the terrain,” he says. Eventually, he pitched to the company to
create a bureau out in the area. “They said, ‘Well, we need some-

one out there, so we’ll give you a chance,” Alex says. “And I guess
I haven’t looked back since.”
Tony Shin, who came from NBC7 in San Diego, joined NBC4 in

2013 as the Inland Empire Bureau Chief and a general assignment
reporter. Over the past years, Alex and Tony have worked together
side-by-side, primarily covering stories in Riverside and San
Bernardino counties. The two cover as much ground as they can
— Alex says he has gone as far east as Blythe near the California-

Photojournalist Alex Vasquez’s tireless passion 
to tell the stories of  the Inland Empire

BY KRISTINA BUGANTE   PHOTOGRAPHY BY KATELYN KEELING      DESIGN BY JAIRIAN KA’AHANUI
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A life dedicated to theater brings Alma Martinez to ULV
BY GABRIELLA CHIKHANI      PHOTOGRAPHY BY TERRENCE LEWIS      DESIGN BY JAIRIAN KA’AHANUI

most to them. “I get a lot of people out here who tell me,
‘We don’t watch the news because everything’s just about
Los Angeles and we’re not Los Angeles,’” he says. “I get a
lot of pride in trying to do stories out here that matter and
ones that people really want to see and benefit from.”

Crediting La Verne
Alex majored in television broadcasting at the University of
La Verne. “I was the kid who sat in the back of the class,”
he says. He described himself as an “average student,” but
what made him get to where he is today was that he
wanted to succeed in the business more than anyone else.
Alex still keeps a midterm exam he took from Professor of
Communications Mike Laponis’ audio and mixing controls
class. “I got a D-,” he says. “And now I mix audio and

video for one of the largest broadcasting companies in the
world.” Mike says the thing that strikes him the most about
Alex is his versatility. “I remember he was so interesting as
a person,” he says. As far as the D- from years ago, Mike
thinks Alex is a lot more than that midterm exam. “He’s se-
rious about what he does, no matter what it is, and we’re
really proud of him,” he says. Alex is thankful for what he
was taught at La Verne and says that he would not be in
journalism if it were not for his professors. “I remember be-
ing in class and thinking to myself, ‘I’ll never need the stuff
I’m learning here,’ but it’s so weird. Everything I learned, I
use every single day.” Everything he has learned at La
Verne — from wrapping audio cables correctly, to being a
good person — Alex says has contributed to who he is to-
day. Mike thinks Alex is the “perfect photographer.” “To
me, he’s like the perfect blend of everything to make a re-
ally good photojournalist. I can’t think of anything that he’s

lacking. He’s got it all — that mechanical aptitude, his
street smarts, his being bilingual and bicultural, and under-
standing technology and journalism and ethics.”

Attacks in San Bernardino
One Wednesday afternoon, Alex was driving from his
house in Upland and decided to steer away from his usual
route, opting to take the 210 freeway instead of the 10. “I
don’t know why,” he says. “Something just told me, ‘Let’s
go that way.’” On the drive, one of his police scanners
went off — there was an emergency in the 1300th block of
South Waterman Avenue in San Bernardino, where an ac-
tive shooter was inside of a building and more than a
dozen people might have been shot. He was just two miles
away, so Alex drove to the scene and took out his camera.
When he arrived, he was still hearing gunshots being fired.
This was when an armed couple in tactical gear ram-

paged a holiday party on Dec. 2, 2015 at the Inland Re-
gional Center and opened fire, killing 14 people and injur-
ing 22. The suspects, Syed Farook and Tashfeen Malik, later
led officials on a pursuit and were killed in a shootout with
the police. The rampage was later investigated as a terrorist
attack and was the deadliest mass shooting in the U.S.
since Sandy Hook in 2012. Alex was on the scene early
enough to see wounded victims still running from the
building. Tony was wrapping up an assignment down in
Murrieta and was prepping the story for the show that after-
noon. Then, his phone rang. It was Alex. “The only thing he
said was, ‘Tony, get out to San Bernardino — right now.
There’s a shooting. And it is bad. It is bad,’ and he hung up
on me,” Tony recalls. “He never acts like that.” As NBC4
continued its hours-long live coverage of the incident as it
was unfolding, Alex’s raw footage of wounded, bloody, cry-
ing and shocked people being treated on scene moments
after the initial shootings was being looped continuously
on television screens across the nation. “It was weird that
day. While everything was happening, everything was
moving in slow motion, but yet everything was so fast. I go
back to look at the video, and I’m like, ‘Wow, I don’t even
remember that happening,’” he says. 
The rampage in San Bernardino was not the first tragedy

that Alex has covered. “I’ve been in the middle of fires,
Stanley Cup championships, horrible terrorist attacks —
you name it,” he says. NBC offered Alex to see counselors
after the shootings, but he says the best therapy he has had
is to keep doing his job. “I don’t like to slow down because
it makes me think and reflect on everything I’ve seen, so as
long as I stay busy and I keep moving forward, I think that’s
what keeps me going,” he says. 
And Alex stays busy, working five days a week, maybe

even more — he rarely says no to an assignment, calls out
sick maybe only once or twice a year and does not take
advantage of working overtime. “I don’t even like taking
vacation time,” he says. “I just have so much fun doing
what I’m doing, and it’s crazy. And my friends think it’s
crazy. For me, this is just still too much fun and too exciting
for me to walk away. I’m having so much fun, and the day
that I stop having fun is the day I’m gonna walk away.” n

Alex Vasquez gets up close
to the remaining parts of a

windshield from a street
racing crash in Ontario. As a

photographer for NBC4,
Alex says he drives up to

100 miles a day in his four-
wheel drive news van

chasing stories around the
Inland Empire.
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ways I knew how to do theater,” she said.
After completing secretary school, Alma returned to Cali-

fornia and enrolled in Whittier College. During her time
with its theater department, she participated in an ex-
change program in Mexico with the Centro Universidad de
Teatro. She was the first Mexican-American woman ac-
cepted to the conservatory in Mexico City. When she re-
turned home, a friend of hers told her about El Teatro
Campesino, a theater company that needed actors for a Eu-
ropean tour. “As a Latina, that’s when I found my voice.
There were so few Latinos, I didn’t know if there was a
place for me, but I knew I was good and was getting my
confidence,” Alma says.
As soon as her one-year tour was over, another opportu-

nity became available right at her fingertips. The play “Zoot
Suit” was looking for actors, and Alma snagged her break
out role. “It is essential to know the position you’re coming
from, to know that you fit, but that you fit in this new iden-
tity that’s called the Mexican-American,” Alma says. The
play started as a two-week workshop and quickly gained

attention. “We were doing inter-
views, we were doing television
shows, and we were on top of the
world for a whole year,” Alma
says. It went to Broadway as the
first Mexican-Chicano play to
ever hit the stage. Two years later,
Universal Studios decided to
make an film adaptation of the
play, and Alma made her first ap-
pearance on the big screen. “It’s
an underground classic and I’m
so glad to be a part of it,” she
says. In 2005, Alma took the play
to the National Theatre Company
of Mexico, where it won best
Mexican musical. 

Life after ‘Zoot Suit’
After the hype of “Zoot Suit” in
the 1980s, Alma went back to
Whittier College to finish her edu-

cation. With a B.A. from Whittier College, an M.F.A. from
USC and a doctorate from Stanford, she was ready to take
on the University of La Verne’s theater department. As the
director for “Electricidad,” Alma made her La Verne debut
April 26. The play is a spinoff of the Greek tragedy, “Elec-
tra,” written in 400 B.C. by Sophocles. The tragedy about
family, blood, revenge, violence is told through gang mem-
bers and cholas. “I love ‘Electricidad,’” Alma says. “It has
really strong female roles, and maybe I’m a little bit selfish,
but I love plays that have really strong female roles.” 
Alma is using her many years of experience as an actor,

her educational and professional background, and her role
as a Latina within academia and the television industry to
help La Verne students. “If you have the passion, you find a
way, then you have a good and successful career. It’s im-
portant to follow the passion if students have a gift in the

arts. I feel it’s my job to recognize it, to nurture it and to en-
courage it,” she says. In April, her efforts were recognized
by the University at the Spirit of La Verne awards.
Alma was awarded the Community Engagement: En-

gaged Scholarship & Diversity and Inclusivity award.
“There’s a strong foundation of passion, social justice and
education in the work she does. It’s not just to put on a
show, but it’s to make a statement, to educate the commu-
nity, and bring everybody together,” says Rosalilia Gradilla,
coordinator for the ULV Engagement Program. Rosalilia
met Alma when she sat in on a presentation she was giving
for a January term class on grassroots farm workers in
2015. “You could tell she was an actress because of the
way she would describe things and the times back then.
She was just so expressive.” Rosalilia says. The Spirit of La
Verne Recognition Ceremony had occurred just two hours
before the play.The Civic and Community Engagement de-
partment purchased a bouquet of flowers to give Alma on
the opening night of “Electricidad.”
Jesica Kim, freshman communications major who played

Ifigenia “Ifi” in “Electricidad” recalls her first encounter
with Alma early in the spring semester. “I didn’t know she
was the director. I was just sitting in the theater, looking at
the lines, and she came up to me and asked me if I was au-
ditioning too,” Jesica says. “She looked at me then said,
‘Oh wow, you look like exactly what we need.’” Jesica says
that Alma strives to treat each rehearsal and encounter pro-
fessionally. “She’s a teacher in the right way, she actually
helps you learn, instead of getting upset. She keeps things
professional, but she understands that we’re not profession-
als.”
During their nighttime rehearsals, Alma sits in the front

row of the Dailey Theatre as she watches the young actors
become familiar with the stage. She pauses often to give
stage direction and tells her actors to evoke as much emo-
tion as possible. “Until we get to the level of energy that
she wants, we don’t stop rehearsing a line, and when we fi-
nally get to it, she says, ‘This is it,’“ Jesica says. Sitting right
next to Alma is Joseph Baum, freshman theater major and
assistant stage manager for the play. Joseph sits quietly on
his laptop during rehearsals, with the script opened and his
eyes fixated on the screen as he follows along to ensure the
actors know their lines. Alma often glances at Joseph with
a questioning look etched on her face, waiting for her side-
kick to confirm that her actors are hitting their cues. “She
treats us like professionals, but she teaches us like we’re
students,” Joseph says.
As the last few members of the audience make their way

out of the Dailey Theatre, Alma tosses her shawl around
her shoulders and strides past the sea of chairs toward the
front of the stage, where her smiling actors wait to hear her
feedback. Some are still in costume, but most have trans-
formed back into ULV students. 
“I can teach you how to act, but I can’t give you passion.

So you have to believe what you’re doing, like in life.
You’re going to go through the motions and you’re going to
get passionate about what you’re doing, and that’s what
acting teaches you,” Alma says. n

With a blood-stained shirt and
tears streaking down his cheeks,
Orestes collapses into his sister’s
arms and the two sob together un-
til the fiery orange stage lights
fade out. The audience jumps out
of their red seats and gives the ac-
tors a roaring applause. The the-
atre has been living in the world
of “Electricidad” for the last two
hours, laughing and experiencing
life in the Chicano barrios. The
actors smile at one another before
taking their bows, while the direc-
tor, Alma Martinez, watches the
scene unravel from the far left cor-
ner of the theatre, scribbling in
her last bit of notes before the
lights go up and the theater emp-
ties. She has a smile on her face
as her peers and students ap-
proach her with praise and con-
gratulations. 
Alma has completed her first

play at the University of La Verne,
but instead of taking her usual
place on stage, she has taken the
role of director and teacher, help-

ing aspiring actors work on the craft that she fell in love
with as a high school student in Pico Rivera, California.
Alma got her break in acting in 1979 in the film and play
“Zoot Suit.” Now, she sits on the panel for the Academy
Awards and has had roles in recent and upcoming films
such as: “Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice,” “The
Darkness,” “Selling Rosario,” “Transpecos,” “People v OJ
Simpson,” and “Stevie D.” Her life and career path are far
from what her parents had intended for her, but true to
what she always envisioned herself doing.

Theater through education
Alma began acting in high school, performing in plays
such as “Spoon River Anthology,” “America Hurrah” and
“Hat Full of Rain.” “The opportunity to experience different
kinds of artistic career paths only broadens as you move
through school. Depending on where your school is, you
get exposed to more things, so consequently I got exposed
to theater in high school and that is where I got bit by the
bug,” she says. When it was time to attend college, Alma
knew theater was her calling and knew that she was going
to use her education as a catalyst. 
“My parents didn’t want me to study theater because, as

immigrants, you come to this country to have your children
get a real career, but I’m finding that every young person
who comes to college now, regardless of race, ethnicity, or
economic status, has parents who generally want them to
study something that will get you a paying job,” Alma says.
She received a full scholarship to the University of South-
ern California and decided to major in the performing arts.

But when she arrived on campus, she experienced culture
shock.
“I got a full scholarship, but no one told me it didn’t pay

for books, and my parents couldn’t afford them, so I tried
to get a part-time job, but I had to go to school, and I was
doing theater…I just didn’t understand the system, and
there was no one to explain it to me,” Alma says. 
Alma was born in Mexico and immigrated to Illinois with

her family when she was 2 years old. While living in an
apartment with an uncle, her father had two jobs. During
the day he worked as a mechanic, then at midnight, he
would grind liver in a company basement to make liver
pills. With that money, he built a small house, and her
mom planted tulips around it with a white picket fence. In
1960, they sold the house and moved out west to Califor-
nia. Alma knew one thing for sure, that she wanted to keep
doing theater. With that thought solidified in her heart, she
moved back to Mexico. “I thought, perhaps I wasn’t meant
to go to college, and that the fault was mine, in the sense
that I wasn’t able to cope with or handle the change,” Alma

says.
Alma was at the University of Guadalajara for about a

year and a half when her parents told her they would not
pay for her education if she were to stay in Mexico, and
with that, they enrolled her in secretary school. “My first
act of disobedience was going to the theater until 11 p.m. I
would do my homework for the entire week during the
day, so I could go to different villages with the theater to
perform our plays in small towns for the community. I had
to do all my secretarial homework during the week, all of
it, so I could have my weekends free,” Alma says. 
For her parents, secretary school would support her in

her old age, but Alma saw school as her ticket into the the-
ater. “I was just pursuing what I loved and the only way for
me to get training or to do theater, as far as I (knew), was
school, college, community theater — those were the only
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Alma Martinez takes a
moment on the stage to
help her student actress

channel her emotions and
get into the mindset of her

character for the play
“Electricidad.”

Alma Martinez, as director,
instructs the cast of
“Electricidad” in the Dailey
Theatre. Alma explains the
importance of stumbling
through a performance and
making it flow properly.

PREVIOUS: Alma Martinez
takes a seat in the Dailey

Theatre. Alma is an active
actor, teacher, director and

is a member of the
Academy of Motion Picture

Arts and Sciences.



cal farm boosts the local econ-
omy, and it also ensures you that
you are getting a fresh product
that didn’t travel 500 miles on a
truck to get to the grocery store,”
Cassidy says. She also believes
that localism benefits the com-
munity by boosting the local
economy, ensuring that citizens
purchase fresh items and promot-
ing a more sustainable lifestyle. 
The Huerta Del Valle Commu-

nity Garden, located in Ontario,
is another community garden.
Executive director Maria Alonso,
members of the Ontario commu-
nity, Pitzer College, the city of
Ontario Planning Department
and the Healthy Ontario HEAL
Zone initiative started the garden
in response to health needs in the
community. The organization came from the need to pro-
vide healthy, affordable organic food to families dealing
with diabetes, obesity, ADHD and other health issues. The
goal of the organization is to see one garden every mile in
every city so that all people have access to safe, affordable,
delicious and nutritious food. The community garden is
open to the public through tours, educational workshops,
celebrations, potlucks and farm-to-fork dinners. Families
and groups as big as 60 frequently visit the garden to vol-
unteer. 
Arthur Levine, project manager, thinks it is wonderful

how localism is spreading across California. “It is a way to
keep local dollars in the local economy so that people in
our communities can prosper and grow. I think it has po-
tential to reduce fossil fuel emissions and create healthier,
more livable communities. Ontario is the antithesis of lo-
calism since a lot of its economy depends on a global
trade system,” Arthur says. He hopes to see more restau-
rants using local food and to see members of the Ontario
community supporting the redevelopment of places such
as Downtown Ontario with locally-owned businesses that
use locally-produced goods. 

Benefitting from localism 
Localism refers to people knowing where their food comes
from. A person cannot determine if the produce found in
huge grocery store chains is healthy based off of what the
wrapper says. Purchasing food from local farmers markets
can prevent a lot of health risks that are constantly discov-
ered in food at supermarkets. For example, GMOs (geneti-
cally modified organisms) are products that have been en-
hanced or artificially tampered with through genetic
engineering. Recent evidence suggests that some health
problems may be related to the consumption of GMOs.
According to the Non-GMO Project, “the U.S. government
has approved GMOs based on studies conducted by the
same corporations that created them and profit from their

sale.” In U.S. supermarkets, GMOs are in 80 percent of
processed food. Because the lack of knowledge for GMOs,
many people have chosen to depend on local products in-
stead. 
Localism Inc. is a private company in Long Beach that

spreads awareness of localism. Its mission is to create a
connected community through influencing people to
choose locally owned merchants, local growers and other
local organizations. “We campaign local businesses made
in Long Beach,” David William Ferrell, chief executive offi-
cer, says. Localism Inc. connects the local marketplace to
the people of Long Beach who are interested in supporting
local vendors. Localism Inc. overall supports the localism
movement because it keeps the economy flowing in their
community. Studies found that there is a positive shift in
the economy if communities focus on local businesses as
opposed to global corporate supermarkets. Supporting and
buying from local businesses makes a huge profit that re-
circulates in the economy. Only a small profit of the
money people pay for produce goes towards the grower
and the rest goes towards the middleman, who transports
the item and to the market chain. Buying locally takes the
middleman and chain out of the equation and supports lo-
cal farmers. “By making conscious decisions to support lo-
cal merchants, food growers and service providers, we are
embracing our local economies and empowering our
cities, our neighbors and ourselves to grow and thrive,”
David says. 

The history of the farm
The farm was originally a part of the fairgrounds that were
developed in the early 1920s by a group of businessmen.
The businessmen decided to put on a spring harvest in the
local area. The harvest was so successful that plans for a
county fair began to emerge. The city of Los Angeles de-
nied the business plan, leaving the men to create the fair
themselves. The men purchased around 100 acres of land

Don DeLano, Fairplex’s
horticulturist, checks on the
Graffiti cauliflower. Don
oversees the flowers, fruits
and vegetables in the
garden and is the farm’s
tour guide by providing fun
facts and tasty treats for
visitors on each tour of the
farm. 

As the sun sets, live music plays throughout a beautiful gar-
den in Pomona. Guests sit at the decorative tables, drink-
ing their wine and enjoying the warm weather that con-
trasts with the dark skies. Even though the tables are filled
with people, the experience is still cozy and intimate. The
wind blows as the guests are first greeted with drinks and
hors d'oeuvres. After, McKinley’s Grille Executive Chef Vin-
cent Cavalli prepares a five-course meal dinner using the
sustainable ingredients handpicked from the five-acre or-
ganic farm, which is the setting for the exquisite dinner.
McKinley’s Grille and the Fairplex partnered with one an-
other to create the Farm at the Fairplex Dinner Series. At
the dinners, guests have the opportunity to watch their
food being prepared, using the ingredients from the farm
that surrounds them. The dining experience offers an
evening of mouthwatering food and drinks, prepared at the
Farm at Fairplex.
The Los Angeles area is known for its sunny weather and

heavy traffic, but not for its farming lifestyle. The Farm at
the Fairplex provides not only produce for the dinner se-
ries, but they offer the farm-to-table experience through the
Sheraton Hotel and McKinley’s Grille. Year round, staff and
volunteers work at the Farm at the Fairplex preparing pro-
duce, including fruits and vegetables. The workers spend
their time watering the plants, gardening and growing
them. The produce requires a lot of attention, and after it
has grown to its full potential, a staff member drives the
produce over to the Sheraton Hotel. The McKinley’s Grille
chefs cook and serve the produce at functions that are held

at the hotel’s conference centers. The farm provides activi-
ties, educational series and delicious cuisine in the
Pomona community.
Many Los Angeles County Fair attendees visit the red rus-

tic farm sitting at the opposite side of the fair. The outer ap-
pearance of the farm is wooden and reminiscent to a barn
from an old Western film — quaint and spacious, and if
visitors travel further, they can view the 5-acre organic gar-
den.

Localizing the Inland Empire
The Farm at the Fairplex is one of the few examples of farm
life in the Inland Empire and is one of the largest farms in
Los Angeles County. The community has other miniscule
gardens that offer the same programs. The closest one to
the University of La Verne is the small garden behind the
health center. Established by the Botany and Gardening
Club on Earth Day in 2015, this garden is a gem on cam-
pus that is open to students but is constantly forgotten. The
garden’s purpose is to give students, faculty and staff a
place to grow their own fruits and vegetables. The club
also made a rule that each gardener has to make a dona-
tion from their plot when they harvest to a local food bank.
Cassidy Furnari, senior president of the Botany and Gar-
dening Club, leads it to promote awareness and education
of environmental issues, the importance of plants and edu-
cate others on the importance of growing their food. 
“I believe that localism is very important, especially

when it comes to buying items. Buying produce from a lo-

Food lovers experience locally grown food from the Farm at the Fairplex
BY AUTUMN SIMON   PHOTOGRAPHY BY NADIRA FATAH   DESIGN BY MELANIE LOON
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A brown-haired woman greets you with a high pitched,
“Hello! How are you today? What can I get started for you?”
Her enthusiasm is absolutely contagious and leaves you
smiling. A few other customers walk in as she discusses spe-
cialties on tap and the European flare included in each gulp.
She excuses herself to go around the room and give wel-
coming hugs to familiar faces. “I have yet to see you this
week, can I get you your usual?” The customer nods their
head with an excited grin. She approaches the selection of
taps and hands the customer a gently-poured brew as she
asks how the family is doing. 
“Hey Barbara! Do you think I can get some dog treats for

the little fella when you have a chance?” Barbara rushes to a
jar filled with dog treats and feeds the furry friend as she
laughs and walks back behind the bar. Just about every per-
son in the tasting room seems to have this undeniable con-

nection with her. This is the at-home feeling co-owner Bar-
bara Gallob gives the second you walk through the Old
Stump Brewing Company’s doors. 
The sense of localism and community is present from the

moment you step into OId Stump. College students, busi-
nessmen, cyclists, families and even dogs can be seen
throughout the wide-open tasting room. The long bar lines
up against one side of the room, listing all beers on tap for
the day. The wooden interior, paired with sunlight peeking
through the windows, give the room a cabin-like feel. The
staff is easily recognizable with big smiles on their faces and
t-shirts that read “BREW CREW.” The outdoor patio smells of
the food that will be served alongside a nice, cold brew. “I
think the quality of local brew and community is what really
drives people to come in. My husband Harald and I have
traveled all over the place, and we have always said that the

Old Stump Brewing
Company is co-owned by a
group of friends: husband
and wife Mike and Liz
Conway (left) and husband
and wife Harald and
Barbara Gallob (not
pictured). Harald is the
main brewer and is in
charge of brewing new
beers with whacky names
such as Nut Job Brown Ale. 

Old Stump Brewing Company brings communities together
BY ARIELLE TORREZ    PHOTOGRAPHY BY KATHLEEN ARELLANO      DESIGN BY MELANIE LOON

  
  

in Pomona and put on the first Los Angeles County Fair.
The city saw the success of the fair, finally took interest and
developed it into the Fairplex. A small garden was placed
in the farm around the 1950s and was the first component
to adding farm life to the Fairplex. With the rise of the Fair-
plex came more vendors, companies and the Sheraton Ho-
tel. 
Eighteen years ago, chefs were hired into the new restau-

rant at the Sheraton Hotel, and they had an interest in find-
ing ways to get local ingredients for the food. Chef David
Tieg, the new executive chef at the time, wanted to give the
fair attendees something at the restaurant that was different
than what they were eating at home. He talked with Don
DeLano, the Fairplex horticulturalist, about finding ways to
promote locally grown food. Don came up with the idea of

expanding the farm for additional produce. “David and I
had talked about developing the garden and the many
ways we can expand it from hotel dinners to the learning
centers,” Don says. In 2007, Don and David received a
$400,000 grant from the city of Pomona to help build the
farm in the direction they wanted. In 2014, a day before
the fair opened, the farm was finished and ready to open
the next day.

The farm now
Today, the farm is still in a partnership with executive chef
Vincent Cavalli. “We are still applying for grants to build a
greenhouse and make a more efficient year-round garden
because of the time restraints. The farm is growing more
and more because we collaborate with different compa-
nies and projects,” Don says.

The first project they started with the farm was to create
dinners for the hotels using the farm’s produce. The second
project was connecting local farming to a learning center.
The farm partnered with the Learning Centers to teach the
community to harvest crops, sell their own plants and learn
how the farming industry works. “We use the farm as a
learning lab to teach students about healthy eating, Califor-
nia agriculture and locally growing their own food,”
Margie Shamblin, the manager of education at the Learn-
ing Centers, says. 
The Learning Centers encourages children, students and

adults to volunteer at the farm to learn where their food
comes from. The farm’s program compliments all ages and
teaches everyone about the agricultural lifestyle. Don gives
daily tours of the farm and gives guests hands-on experi-

ence of plant life. He even en-
courages his guests to have a taste
of some of the produce right from
the garden. The farm is constantly
looking for volunteers to lead stu-
dent groups on a tour of the farm.
“The volunteer program is enjoy-
able and many students consis-
tently come back to help because
they have such a great time. We
try our best to encourage the
whole family to visit the farm, be-
cause the farm is the perfect place
for kids and adults to come to-
gether as a community,” Margie
says. The farm also offers agricul-
ture-related education programs
such as urban farming classes
held at the farm. High school stu-
dents are able to earn credits by
taking this course. 
The current project Don is

working on is finding ways for the
farm to connect with the commu-
nity. Farms are a rare sighting in
the Pomona area, so Don is en-
couraging the community to

come out to the farm’s events. Monthly events such as
Grow Pomona and the Farm at the Fairplex Family Volun-
teer Day promote agriculture. Both are used to help the
community consider that everything they eat, wear and use
comes from American agriculture. The farm can also be
rented for weddings, corporate events and more. 
To those at The Farm at Fairplex and others trying to cre-

ate more local food options in Southern California, local-
ism is important to keep communities thriving and healthy.
Families gain a more sustainable and healthier diet. Local-
ism keeps the economy moving by bringing the commu-
nity together to support small local businesses. Creating lo-
cal farms and gardens provides healthy food options and
agricultural education. The Farm and McKinley’s Grille at
Fairplex are local places where the food is also local and
keeps agricultural education alive. n

The Farm at the Fairplex
follows its motto “learn,

grow and sustain” by
allowing students to visit
and learn about California

agriculture. The farm is not
only a source of knowledge

for the community, but it
also provides farm fresh

produce for the McKinley’s
Grille in the Sheraton Hotel.
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The microbrew is also home to the La Verne Chamber of
Commerce Bunko Night, Kiwanis Club Casino Night with
blackjack, poker, food, and other local fundraisers. The
fundraiser events bring in a fun crowd to the brewery to cel-
ebrate for a great cause. A local bicycle group meets at Old
Stump every Thursday to share some brew and get other
community members interested in the outdoors. Old Stump
has also been home to local community member’s birthday
events and retirement parties.
Both regulars and those who are just passing by have re-

ally appreciated the space that Old Stump has brought to the
community. Glendora native, Ryan Smith, has been coming
to Old Stump since opening day. “I appreciate the atmos-
phere at Old Stump. I bring my kids in there along with my
dogs and it’s just a welcoming environment to us all. It does-
n’t feel like a typical bar and I enjoy that, the Red Hammock
IPA is what keeps me coming back, it is a lot different than
most IPAs and it isn’t too heavy when you drink it. Their
drinks overall are just very refreshing.”
Craft beer has been highly praised by those in the local

community and has become almost a hobby to explore each
microbrew the area has to offer. “Being able to talk and
‘geek out’ with other microbrew fanatics is only half the fun.
When you’re able to try the beer from the source, witness
the environment they provide and enjoy the company of
family and friends all at the same time is a great experience,”
says Jacob Rivera, local beer buyer for Liquorama. 

The tasting room
wall will have a mural
that will tie in the La
Verne, Pomona and
Claremont communi-
ties together. “We are
in close proximity
with three wonderful
cities and we want to
exhibit that in our
business. It is impor-
tant to us to show that we are engaged in our surroundings
and appreciate the bond between our location,” Barbara
says. The mural will be painted by a Pomona native and will
be complete by the summer of 2016. “This mural is some-
thing that will bring lot of liveliness and we are looking for-
ward to it being the centerpiece of our business,” Barbara
says. 
Old Stump Brewing Company is not only bringing a com-

munity-friendly environment for craft beer, but is providing a
place for locals to hang out as well. This family-run business
takes great pride in what they do while servicing the com-
munity that has given so much to them. Buying local brew is
something that has been embraced by the community and is
definitely celebrated at Old Stump. The Gallobs and Con-
ways have brought their friendly faces and Euro-beer to
Pomona, and they are here to stay. n

These beer taps are
connected to the
refrigerator where all the
beer kegs are kept. They
will soon be renovated with
handmade wood handles,
made on location by Harald
and Mike. 

best places to go are the ones that as soon as you walk in,
they remember you and remember your drink,” Barbara
says. 
Although Old Stump has been open only since September

2015, they have gained quite the following and several reg-
ular customers. “It’s that sense of making you feel at home
and part of the family. That’s what we try to do here and we
have made great interactions with customers by doing so;
we are a family-owned and family-run business and we take
pride in that,” Barbara says. Barbara’s enthusiasm is defi-
nitely shown by her hugging every regular customer that
walks in and striking conversation with anyone walking up
to the bar to order a drink. 
The Old Stump Brewing Company is located on Bonita

Avenue in Pomona amongst other commercial-style build-
ings, giving it more of a local feel. The big, open tasting
room accompanied by an outdoor patio leaves plenty of
space for the perfect gathering. The bar is lined up all across
the room, making it more accessible to order a drink with a
big crowd. During weekend evenings, Old Stump is ener-
gized with live music and local food from places such as
Pappas Artisanal, Wood Stone Pizza Company, Pirate’s Bistro
and more. They even have a variety of board games to
choose from for families to turn their visit to the brewery
into a fun-filled game night. The microbrew, unlike others,
has late night hours and stays open until 11 p.m. on week-
end evenings. 

A European twist on craft beer
For beer lovers who are looking for a more diverse beer than
the average, run-of-the-mill brew, Old Stump Brewing Com-
pany is on a mission to bring a European twist on craft beer
to the surrounding communities. It offers unique flavors that
have been praised highly by customers. Harald Gallob, the
head brewer, is an Austrian native and displays that in every
beer he brews. “I moved to the United States when my
mother wasn’t able to find work and then later attended Cal
Poly San Louis Obispo, but I have always carried my Euro-
pean background with me. Most of our beers are catered to
the European taste and flare which is what makes us differ-
ent from other local breweries,” Harald says. 
Old Stump is one of many breweries that has been

opened in the area. La Verne Brewing Company, Claremont
Craft Ales, Last Name Brewery (formerly Dale Brothers) and
Rok House Brewing Company are just some of the micro-
breweries that have brought their own twist on craft beer to
the local areas. However, Old Stump brings a different taste
with a history. Each beer is handcrafted by brewers who un-
derstand how important the European twist is to the Old
Stump brand. 
The brewery offers a variety of beers, including their flag-

ship beer, the Red Hammock IPA. The Red Hammock can
also be seen at Cast and Cleaver in San Dimas and at the
Cantina Grille located on the Pomona College campus.
Their Milk Stout can also be seen around the community at
Slater’s 50/50 in Rancho Cucamonga. Old Stump carries a
few seasonal beers such as Santa’s Sin, a spiced brown ale
during the Christmas season, and a summer beer called
Bonfire Blonde. Old Stump also offers a variety of light
beers, hoppy beers with a floral or spicy flavor, and specialty
craft beers for those who want something hearty. All beers
served range anywhere from 4.6 to 6.3 percent alcohol, giv-
ing a slight buzz paired with its powerful flavor. 

Opening Old Stump 
The microbrewery was opened by two couples with a love
for brew — Barbara and Harald Gallob alongside their
longtime friends, Liz and Mike Conway. Ten years ago,
owner and main brewer Harald unexpectedly received an
at-home brewing kit for Father’s Day from Barbara and their
son. Little did Harald know, this would soon become a full
time job. “I started playing around with the brew kit and re-
alized, ‘Hey, I’m not so bad at this,’” Harald says. He then
spent hours and hours testing out different ways and tech-
niques using his small-sized kit. 
Harald and Liz worked together in a financial company

before the market crashed a few years back, which led to
the idea of opening Old Stump. “Running the brewery is 20
percent brewing beer and 80 percent running a business, so
(for) Liz and I, having a background in the business aspect
has definitely helped us,” Harald says. Harald brought the
idea up to Liz and she was more than willing to get her hus-
band involved as well. Thus, a beautiful partnership began.
“With all of our talents, the brewery really came together
and we’re all very proud of what it has become. We will not
put anything out for sale unless it is family approved by all
of us and that is what makes us special,” Harald says.
While discussing a name, the couples faced issues on the

location of the brewery. They joked about how stubborn
they were at rooting their feet to the location. The name
“Old Stump” tells the story about what it took to get to
where they are as a company now and that they really are
more than just good taste — that the microbrewery is
“rooted” deep, just like an old stump. 

Embracing localism and the community
It is clear that Old Stump takes pride in being a part of the
community, not only through their customer interactions,
but they also hire local bands to play on weekend nights
along with local restaurants to cater to hungry beer drinkers.

RIGHT: The tasting room of
the Old Stump Brewing

Company is an open area
equipped with board games

and a full view of the
brewery tanks. These tanks

are used weekly to make
new batches of beer.

Grains are displayed next to
Old Stump’s merchandise to

show a few of the main
ingredients the company

uses in its craft beer.
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leisure time. Those unaware of the precarious notoriety
Glendora Ridge Road holds are surprised that such a
serene setting could hold such an ominous past. Corona
resident Jimmy Ctsui stumbled upon the road when he
found it using Google Maps. His curiosity and apprecia-
tion for national parks is what caught his attention to visit
the windy highway for the first time. “I was just looking for
some place to go,” Jimmy says. “It’s so beautiful here. It’s
like a big garden in your backyard. I’m hoping to see more
beautiful scenery when I drive down the road. I see a kind
of yellow flower and they’re beautiful. I’d come again to
breathe in the fresh air. There’s no pollution up here so it’s
good to refresh your lungs.” 
Either side of the road offers a mystical view. Heading

west on Glendora Ridge Road, you occasionally get to
peek at the city in between the canyons while looking left.
The right side of the road offers miles and miles of more
prominent mountains and wildlife waiting to be embarked.
The road offers two polar opposite views, but both wild,
nonetheless.
Lacy Potter, Fontana resident, likes braving the road’s

hiking trails and showing newcomers the picturesque set-
ting the road has to offer. Anticipating Sunset Peak’s seven-
mile hike with her two friends, one from Orange County
and the other from Yorba Linda, the distance the trio trav-
eled to Glendora Ridge Road proves it is worth visiting.
“(This trail is) so worth it,” Lacy says. Lacy cites the view
and exercise as her favorite things this trail has to offer. “It’s
really pretty at the top, especially during sunset, which is
why it’s called Sunset Peak,” she says. Its 5,796 foot eleva-
tion is no easy task for beginners, so Lacy advises hikers to
prepare themselves with appropriate gear such as water
and sunscreen and to be aware of one’s surroundings. “Be
aware that there will be wildlife out here. I’ve never en-
countered one but I know there are some mountain lions
out here, (and) snakes. So you definitely want to be safe.”

More than just hiking
Glendora Ridge Road is like a jack of all trades. It offers
more than just hiking. Photographers frequent the road for
environmental portraits, artists find inspiration for drawings
and visitors find amusement in exploring these great rocks.
Pomona resident Bill Gendron is an avid butterfly collector
and has been taking advantage of the butterfly season on
Glendora Ridge Road for the past 20 years. With a net in
hand and a stealthy technique, Bill collects several butter-
flies multiple times a week to mount his collection for sale,

gifts and keepsake. “I come here during the spring season
and then I generally don’t come at all,” Bill says. “I only
come back in June to do some moth collecting, but I’m
only here in the months of February, March, April and
May. By then the butterflies are gone from here, and for
that reason there’s no point to come back.”
Rather than chase butterflies with his trapping net, Bill

has the butterflies come to him instead. He studies the be-
havior of different classifications of these colorful insects to
better understand their preferences in flowers in order to
capture them. “You just find yourself in the right place in
the right time,” he says. 
Having been familiar with Glendora Ridge Road for two

decades, Bill acknowledges the reputation the road has
had because of the aggressive racers that dare speed on
the curves of the mountain. “It’s a lovely place to come for
a scenic drive, and there’s the element of people who
come up here with their souped-up vehicles. And they
race, and they go too fast. The problem goes way back. It
goes back many, many years. In the last year the local resi-
dents have become more aware and they’re up in arms
about it but it’s been a problem for many years. They’re
driving faster than is safe,” he says. Owning a sports car,
the butterfly collector understands the attraction racers
have to this daunting road. Bill says he has taken his own
car for a scenic cruise along Glendora Ridge Road, but not
in the way the dangerous racers drive. “I’m really against
the idea of people coming up here and driving too fast be-
cause there have been some deaths here over the years,
and several cars that have gone over the side. You hate to
hear it, it’s a shame, it’s a waste.”

The end of the line
As the road reaches the end of its 22-mile adventure, visi-
tors are suddenly reminded of reality as Glendora Ridge
Road ends with an abrupt entrance to the Glendora sub-
urbs. Those long, lush trees that welcome each visitor with
serenity are traded for overwhelming city buildings. The
sweet chirps from birds residing in Angeles National Forest
are swapped for angry drivers on Route 66 honking their
horns. And the seductive, windy curves of Glendora Ridge
Road are exchanged for controlled and policed streets.
Whether it be the calm and seemingly sweet atmosphere
the road gives off, or whether it be the dangerous, yet ex-
citing attraction it has to racers, Glendora Ridge Road’s
metaphoric book cover still fools newcomers and surprises
frequent guests. n

The outwardly peaceful Glendora Ridge Road poses hidden dangers
BY KARLA RENDON      PHOTOGRAPHY BY ASHLYN HULIN      DESIGN BY MELANIE LOON

LEFT: As a second-year
student studying sociology
at the University of La
Verne, Danica Langaynor
always takes the
opportunity to explore new
places to relieve the stress
of school.

ush trees line either side of the familiar Mt.Baldy
Road as The Angeles National Forest sign welcomes
cyclists, motorists and other curious visitors anticipat-
ing the environment of Mother Nature. The sunburst-
colored canyons set an inviting and modest ambience
as Mt. San Antonio, better known as Mt. Baldy, sits

behind, offering a more intricate and daunting background
being the highest point in the Los Angeles County. The
smell of pine embodies the forest while the soft, Inland Em-
pire wind greets each person with a quiet “hello.” The
serene, easygoing community of Mt. Baldy offers a relaxed
and peaceful surrounding, but holds a dangerous secret
that has been making headlines. As visitors further explore
Mt. Baldy Road, a seemingly calm road rests behind the
scenery and deceits drivers. With its only entrance being a
sharp left off the main road, it is easy to miss, but impossi-
ble to forget. Glendora Ridge Road is a 22-mile embodi-
ment of the phrase “don’t judge a book by its cover.”

A menace to society
The crooked road has made headlines for the numerous
motor accidents and deaths that have occurred recently,
such as the motorcycle/firetruck collision caught on a Go-
Pro camera in April 2015, a vehicle found plummeted be-
low over 300 feet in August 2015 and a possible suicide at-
tempt that took place in March 2015. Local residents of
Mt. Baldy Village have gotten used to these tragedies be-
cause they happen so often. 
Mt. Baldy Lodge waitress Tirsha Ellingson has grown up

in tiny Mt. Baldy Village that is tucked between a valley of
two compelling mountains. “It happens a lot, and even on
our main road (Mt. Baldy Road),” Tirsha says. “People will
just go over (the ledge). It’s really sad. I’ve known a couple
of people who have gone over, too, but they were fine. It’s
just scary.” As Tirsha hurriedly washes dishes and pours
beverages for customers, she reflects on an incident that
occurred within the past week. “Everyone who goes over is

a big deal, ya know? It’s always
sad and we hear about this pretty
often. We just had somebody go
over our main road around Thurs-
day (March 3) and the driver
didn’t make it. He died, but it
happens all the time.”
The level of danger on this road

is so high, there is a sign that
greets Glendora Ridge Road re-
minding drivers to take precaution
as they cruise the mountains.
Drivers are warned to practice
safety precautions when behind
the wheel, but many fail to take

the sign into consideration.
A friend of Tirsha had forgotten the vital memo, and

found himself in a ditch off the road. “He parked his car
there and he didn’t put his e-brake on so he rolled over, but
then he was fine,” she says. “But, his car got totaled…He
only rolled down like 700 feet or something.” Tirsha’s
friend is lucky to have survived considering two bodies
were found in a vehicle that had fallen over 800 feet in just
May of 2014.
Mt. Baldy Lodge manager Missy Ellingson has lived in

the community since 1969, but finds that the recent trou-
ble speed racers have caused Mt. Baldy in the last year has
strained community safety. “It’s just kids, they modify their
cars and they go up there and it’s completely irresponsible,
and I’d like them just to shut the road because of it,” Missy
says. “I’m so sick of it. Even though I have a business here,
it’s just really bad. They’re up 24 hours a day and their cars
are loud and obnoxious and they end up getting in acci-
dents, and they can cause forest fires. And it’s just really ir-
responsible.”
Although visitors are crucial to any destination business,

the severity of the racers has Missy wishing the road can be
closed. “Years ago I would never be for that (closing the
road), because I have a business, and I also believe in pub-
lic access for roads and everything, but when it starts en-
dangering other people, I think it’s really bad,” she says.
“I’ve had customers hurt. I’ve never had anyone killed on
that road that I know of. On the front road I have. Years
ago. And still, we’ve had people get killed by other people
here on the road that don’t stay on their own side of the
road.”

Fun in the canyons
Despite Glendora Ridge Road’s intimidating past, visitors
still see the dreamy aspects of the narrow highway. A mys-
tical spot for a quick and peaceful getaway from the city, it
is an ideal place to get in touch with nature and spend
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An inconsistent drum beat mingles with a heavy electric
guitar and thumping bass, and fills the backyard of a
Pomona home on a Saturday night. The local band playing
gives their all to entertain an audience of high school sen-
iors who appear more interested in getting high than listen-
ing to music. Unintelligible lyrics are sung by the lead
singer who also strums his electric guitar with as much
gusto and imprecision as his words. The audience, how-
ever, does not seem to mind — they are vibing with the
sounds after a few hits from a shared joint.
Just a few miles away from the backyard show, a lineup

of bands play a rooftop venue in downtown Pomona. From
the ground, not much seems to be going on, but sounds
from the gig above become clearer during the ascent up
the stairs. Incoming audience members are welcomed into
the venue by a drummer who wildly wails on his drum set,
lead singer and guitarist who looks slyly at her audience
with cool confidence, and a bassist and other guitarist who
strum their instruments a little quicker whenever they make
eye contact. Their sound is much clearer and consistent
than that of the backyard band, but matched in passion.
Within recent years, the music scene in the area —

Pomona specifically — has morphed from thriving back-
yard and garage punk rock shows to popular gigs at local
venues. There is a distinct difference between quality of
sound and audience demographic for the two kinds of
shows. Popularity of the local music scene grows with
teenagers into adulthood, and so does their taste in where
and how they listen to live music. Not-yet-legal music
lovers had to (and still do) get their fill of live bands from
Pomona backyards, but as they mature into drinking-age
adults, they direct their attention to laid-back bars.
Punk rock, as a music genre and subculture developed in

the 70’s, has influenced current day artists and has greatly
affected the attitudes of local bands. Punk is rooted in
garage rock with an anti-establishment message. This atti-
tude encourages DIY ethics like self-produced records and
self-promotion, which young bands continue to do, now
considered postpunk. After schisms from and diversifica-

tion of punk, new genres emerged and fall under an “alter-
native" or “indie” umbrella. Although varying in sound,
popular bands include Nirvana, Arctic Monkeys, Fall Out
Boy, Blink-182 and Sublime. Pomona’s postpunk style is all
about the attitude and aesthetic, and less about a genre
bands share.
According to Justin Paul Saunders, a booking manager

for dba256 Gallery Wine Bar, currently psych-rock and
blues-rock dominate as favorite genres at Pomona venues,
while Beach Goth and punk are favored in backyards. Fa-
mous psych-rock artists include bands like the Beatles, the
Doors and Pink Floyd, and their music is said to enhance
mind-altering experiences. Beach Goth is a festival organ-
ized by The Growlers at the Observatory in Santa Ana and
is also considered a new genre that originated from Orange
County. It has surfer beats mixed with other influences like
garage rock. “Beach Goth kinda has a psychedelic mixed
with a punk feel. A lot of those, you’re going to find in
backyard shows because those crowds are younger,” Saun-
ders says. “A lot of the spots that you go to — they’re bars,
so 21 plus — and younger ones can’t come. A lot of the
Beach Goth and punk shows you’re going to find are in
backyards because that’s the only spot that’ll have them be-
cause they draw kids.”

Backyard bands
Gio Flores, 23, of Pomona, worked with two friends to put
together a backyard show for a friend’s 18th birthday party
in March. Flores secured The Groans, Foliage, Girl Parts,
The Bunks, Joos and Jade Mood — all local bands — to
play short sets throughout the night. “It’s hassling. We had
a couple of bands drop out,” Flores says. “They wanted too
much money.” Flores says mostly high school students at-
tend house shows, which makes him feel uncomfortable.
“Usually the kids just want to get high, but for me, it’s
about bonding and making friends at shows,” he says.
At this show, and many like it, a small crowd of minors

paid $3 in a dark alley to crowd the backyard of a Pomona
house, listen to indie rock, drink alcohol and get high off of

Local alternative music scene grew from backyards to local venues
BY HAYLEY HULIN      PHOTOGRAPHY BY JERRI WHITE      DESIGN BY MELANIE LOON

anything from marijuana to helium in balloons. Bands
used a shovel as a makeshift mic stand and a piñata hung
in the corner of the yard. As the first band did a sound
check, high school kids found spots throughout the back-
yard and clumped together with friends. Two girls served
as bartenders to the audience — they mixed Jungle Juice,
which is a roughly mixed cocktail of any and every liquor,
and charged $1 for beer. Near the table of alcohol was a
helium tank with a boy filling balloons for anyone who
wanted to inhale the gas. Unfortunately, inhaling helium
displaces air in lungs the way water would, which cuts off
oxygen supply. Flores says most of the people who go to
house shows are kids who want to get high while they lis-
ten to live music by new and local bands.
“We want to play venues, but we started three months

ago,” says Jay Anzaldo, a 26-year-old bassist for Jade
Moon. “We like playing the bar scene.” Most bands prefer
to play venues as opposed to house shows for multiple
reasons, which include sound quality, safety and legal is-
sues. “From a band’s perspective, it’s probably — I want to
say more enjoyable — but it’s a different environment,”
Saunders says. “It feels different from a backyard show. The
big difference is that a venue show isn’t going to get shut
down. They’re guaranteed to play, and it sounds better.”
Often times at house shows, equipment is damaged and

bands have to pay for new gear after performing for little to
no money. “We haven’t done a house show for a while be-
cause our sh-t would get broken all the time,” says 21-
year-old Melissa Brooks, lead singer of The Aquadolls.
“People would stand on our amps and we got tired of buy-
ing new stuff.” The Aquadolls is a Southern California band
signed with indie label Burger Records, and they consider
their sound as “psychedelic surf punk,” also known as
Beach Goth. Recently, they played a small gig on the

Pomona College campus that drew only fans who knew
about the show through social media, Twitter specifically.
The intimate setting had a buzzing energy that caused the
audience to bounce, groove and form a small mosh pit.
About 10 people began to mosh, and out of the group,
one tripped on wires and fell, and another began to bleed
after someone flailed their arm and hit his face. “(Moshing)
is a liability when it comes down to it. Places don’t want
that,” Saunders says. “Shows aren’t very profitable to begin
with, if it’s profitable at all. So a lot of times they don’t
want to add an added risk to it. It’s like, ‘Guys be glad you
have this show. Enjoy it, have fun, just don’t do sh-t that’ll
make a venue not want to have you.’ One injury could
cost $10,000, and it’s just not worth it.”

Venue values
“Backyard shows are still a thing,” Saunders says. “A lot of
the shows were going more DIY, which is why backyard
shows were so big. But now it’s gotten to the point where
people are going to smaller spots and bars where things
are simplified. So even the shows that are at our venues,
it’s almost like a house party but not quite.”
As you approach security at the front door of Flyway at

Fox in downtown Pomona, you quickly flash a drivers li-
cense. The bouncer approves of your adulthood and you
shuffle through the doors and begin the ascent to the roof
of the building. The higher you get, the louder the drums,
guitar and bass sound. The gig has already begun and you
weave through groups of people, past the crowded bar,
throughout the dimly lit venue before claiming a space for
yourself. Once you find a place to sit or stand, you notice
the cans of beer and glasses of other alcoholic beverages
in the hands of everyone and suddenly you crave a beer
for yourself. The bar is two rows deep of people — every-

Tim Hatch sticks his tongue
out at vocalist Lauren
Curtius during the middle of
performing a song. The
Lovely Bad Things played at
the Flyway at Fox on a
Friday night in February.
The Flyway Fox is a venue
located above the Fox
Theater in Pomona.
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Today, she can be found on the leather black couch inside
of Coffeeberry almost every day between classes. The small
coffee shop on D Street is her sanctuary from her busy
schedule and a reminder of her home. Four years ago, Chi-
nese international student Qihong Zheng, who is known to
the La Verne community as Mora, was new to Southern
California and to the United States. She had just left Shen-
zhen, a city in southern China, for the first time. She was
away from family and constantly homesick. Then, she
found a cozy coffee shop that became a place for her to
meet new people and to find solace. 
She sips tea from her cup with the seven continents on it.

Asia holds a special place in her heart. “Mora!” a friend
says. Mora looks up. Her face brightens with a warm smile
as she greets a familiar face. “Hi, sweetheart,” she says as
she hugs her friend. She quietly takes small sips from her
cup. Another person walks into the shop and Mora greets
him — it is another friend of hers. Despite the initial feel-
ings of homesickness, Mora has made La Verne her home
away from home with help from her favorite coffee shop.

Adjusting to La Verne 
The transition from high school to a four-year university is
tough for the average American student — it usually means
leaving home for the first time and moving to a different
city. But leaving home to study in a foreign country is no
easy transition, either. “Los Angeles is different from the
movies,” Mora says, laughing. She expected tall, glittering
skyscrapers, like those in Shenzhen, and wealthy people.
But that was not what she found in La Verne. A bit disap-
pointed, she has erased her preconceptions of the Los An-
geles area and is taking it in for what it is.  
The first couple months in the U.S. were plagued with

homesickness. Mora admits she cried often as she got situ-
ated. Homesickness still occasionally creeps up on Mora.

When that happens, she usually calls her family, but she
has to wait for a convenient time because of the 15-hour
time difference. She either stays up late or wakes up early
to talk to them. Another way she gets a little piece of home
is by visiting Coffeeberry. Known as Andy, he and his wife
Anne are from Taiwan and China, respectively. Finding oth-
ers that are from the same home country, especially the
same region, is a small reminder of home and what Mora
is familiar with. “They are people I can relate to and have
the same culture and values as me,” she says.
Mora visits the small shop frequently, and she became

instant friends with them. Since they have become friends,
Andy says Mora confides in them, discusses her troubles
and seeks advice. “Everybody loves her. She is a very bright
and hardworking girl,” Andy says. 
Once situated, Mora began branching out and making

friends with domestic students. She says it was difficult at
first, but she spent time with her new friends and got famil-
iar with American culture and become more comfortable
and open to making even more new friends. “It’s easy to
get to get in touch with each other, especially people from
the same country, because we have a common language
and culture,” she says.
Yet she did not fully experience culture shock until she

visited home for the first time after a year and a half. “Now
we have globalization so things start to blend together,”
Mora says. One of the differences that stood out to her the
most was the way people interact with each other. She says
that in China, people walk by without acknowledging each
other, but in American culture, it is different. “Everybody
hugs each other when they greet,” Mora says. Mora notes
that Americans are more friendly and happy to see one an-
other; while in China, privacy and personal space are re-
spected. Yet the thing Mora takes away the most from her
time in the United States so far is her newfound independ-

After leaving China, Mora grows into an independent person
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one has alcohol
and music on their minds — so it takes a few
minutes to get the attention of the bartender, but
once you have it you are set to go. With a beer in
hand, you are ready to chill and vibe with the rest of
the audience.
As the first band ends their set, members from the next

group emerge from within the crowd to set up their stage.
During setup, audience members pass the bar and occupy
Flyway’s patio for a quick smoke and catch up with friends.
Others crowd the bar for their second round of drinks
while the venue’s stage and sound managers run back and
forth between stage and sound booth. The band begins to
play and people return to each spot they previously occu-
pied, like an unspoken agreement was made about where
to stand or sit. For the rest of the night this continues and
you jam to indie rock with like-minded music lovers. Fly-
way is one spot where the Pomona music scene thrives.
The area is home to larger venues like The Glass House

and The Fox Theater Pomona, and smaller ones like
dba256, The Press Restaurant and Flyway at Fox — all of
which host live music from local bands. Flyway at Fox, in
downtown Pomona on Garey Avenue, is a small, enclosed
rooftop bar and venue for live music and other events. The
space, lit blue with stage lights and strings of twinkle lights,
is long with a full bar near the open-air porch and compact
stage at the opposite end. Mirrors extend both sides of Fly-
way, which creates the illusion of a larger venue. A tin roof
and open doors to the porch leaves the space chilly on a
spring evening, but comfortable on a summer night. Sound

for each performance is controlled on a
balcony overlooking the venue, and Saun-
ders runs back and forth between the band
and the sound guy to ensure audience
members hear music with the highest qual-
ity. The entire place has a relaxed and cool
vibe that is inviting and makes them feel
welcomed and comfortable.

Microcosm of musicians
Pomona’s local music scene is a microcosm of musicians
who know each other, create “supergroups” (a separate
band that consists of members of different bands), and in
some cases, share equipment. “You can go to any local
show in the area and there’ll be at least four or five other
different bands that are just hanging out,” Saunders says.
“Everybody is there supporting each other. There are no ri-
valries, a lot of times they share equipment. There are no
egos, everyone takes turns who’s playing where, who’s
playing what. Because they know that there are not many
spots that offer to them anymore. It’s a small market for
them now. Most of the bands you deal with are very appre-
ciative and just very stoked to be playing.”
Sleep Club, a local band familiar to the Pomona music

scene, is led by University of La Verne senior music major
Dylan Peruti, who is a vocalist and lead guitarist. He
wanted to start a band his freshman year when he took a
music theory class and began to write his own music. Cur-
rently, Sleep Club is in transition with band members, but
in the past they have played shows in Pomona, Claremont
and Echo Park. “Pomona is like home, but I like playing in
Echo Park too,” Peruti says. “To break into LA, you have to
start in Echo Park, but in Pomona, you gain a local follow-
ing. If I go to a gig (in Pomona), there are always familiar
faces and it’s always casual. There’s not a whole lot of pres-
sure.” Echo Park, according to Peruti, is the place for small
bands to break through into the Los Angeles music scene.

In Pomona, there is only so much room to grow
before a band plateaus with their fanbase com-
pared to Echo Park, where there are more oppor-
tunities for a band to be heard and grow. Peruti
avoids genres because, if Sleep Club identifies
with one, they are put into a box. The band con-
siders their sound “heart rock,” which Peruti made
up, and does not fall within one particular genre,
because they put their heart into the compositions
and overall message.
The music scene in Pomona, while constantly

evolving, has stayed strong and tight knit. There
are distinct differences, however, between venue
shows and house shows — the most apparent be-
ing an age difference. Along with youth comes in-
creased rowdiness and substance abuse. While
both have a strong audience following, there is an
obvious feeling of having upgraded when seeing a
band play live in a venue as opposed to a house.
Every band starts somewhere, and local musicians
rarely forget their roots in the backyards of
Pomona. n

Band members Lauren
Curtius, Brayden Ward,
Camron Ward and Tim

Hatch formed the Lovely
Bad Things in 2009. All

members are multi-
instrumentalists in their

20s. Bassist Wesley Baxter is
the newest band member. 
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ence and individualism. However,
that conflicts with some Chinese
values. Back home, parents usu-
ally make decisions for their chil-
dren. In fact, it was her parents
who decided she was to earn her
degree in the U.S., not her. “If I
would have stayed, my path
would be decided by my parents.
Here I have control of what I want
to do,” she says. 
She mentions that in Chinese

society after children graduate
from college, they should get mar-
ried. In some instances, dates are
already arranged. But Mora thinks
that is ridiculous. 
After she earns her bachelor’s

and master’s degrees, it is ex-
pected that she will go back to
Shenzhen to help run the family
business. Yet, Mora has different
plans in mind. “I learned how to

be independent,” she says confidently. “I can defend my-
self.” 

Life in China
Coming from the city of Shenzhen in the Guangdong
province, Mora is over 7,000 miles away from home.
Shenzhen is located north of Hong Kong. What was once
a simple fishing village has boomed into a huge city and is
the biggest in the Guangdong province. “It’s a diverse and
liberal city. There are a lot people from other provinces
and countries that live there,” she says. Mora and her fam-
ily moved to the city when she was a young girl and she
has spent the majority of her life there. Her father is a busi-
nessman who works in real estate and her mother stays at
home to raise the family. Mora’s daily life, like that of other
kids there, revolved around academics. During her senior
secondary, the equivalent to American high school, Mora
spent three years with the same group of 50 students in the
same uniforms to hide any hints of a student’s socio-eco-
nomic status. From about 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., they studied
the typical school subjects like mathematics, history, biol-
ogy, Chinese and more. At the end of those three years,
they take the National Higher Education Entrance Exami-
nation, also known as the gaokao, which is equivalent to
the SAT. It is a two to three-day test where students are
tested on math, English, Chinese and a choice of a differ-
ent subject. 
In China, academics are important. Better academic

scores give students better educational opportunities, such
as going abroad for their degree. In Shenzhen it is a trend
to send students to study in a foreign country. According to
the Institute of International Education’s Open Door 2015
report, China remains the top country of origin of interna-
tional students in the U.S., increasing by 11 percent to
304,040. California is the top state with the most interna-

tional students, followed by New York, Texas, Missouri and
Arizona. This increase in international students is due to
greater efforts in recruitment, prominence of American
universities, more international exchange partnerships,
government aid and the rise of the middle-class families.
Families usually hire agents to help their students find uni-
versities and help with the application process. “Agents
have a better understanding (of what universities are look-
ing for) and speak English,” Mora says.  
Mora is not the first in her family to study outside of

China. One brother and one sister studied in England and
another brother is currently enrolled at the University of
Southern California. It was through the help of an agent
that she found out about the University of La Verne and it
was the only school she applied to. Out of the group of 50
students, there were five students, including Mora, that
were able to go outside of China to study. 
After earning their college degrees, most students come

back home to help their families. In the Chinese culture,
the idea of collectivism plays a big role. Everything is cen-
tered on family and doing what is best for the family. How-
ever, Mora is not entirely sure she would want to go back
to China. 

Coming to La Verne
The Institute of International Education names the United
States as the country with the most international students.
The number of international students in the U.S. increased
by 10 percent in the last academic school year. Currently,
there is a total of 974, 926 international students in the
country. The University of La Verne has over 800 interna-
tional students enrolled from Sweden, Ecuador, Greece,
South Korea, Taiwan, Norway and more, but the majority
stem from China. With over 20,000 universities across the
globe, Mora chose the small, quiet La Verne campus to
pursue her higher education.
International students apply to La Verne as any other

prospective student would. An application needs to be
turned in along with personal statements, resumes and
transcripts. Their admissions process takes longer since
transcripts are submitted in different languages. Admis-
sions send those transcripts to an outside contractor to vali-
date them. Once accepted into the university, they pay
their deposit, and that is when the Office of International
Student Services steps in. 
International advisor Araceli Sanchez assists interna-

tional students with official documents and acts a liaison.
The first document an international student needs before
coming to La Verne is an I-20, a document proving that the
student is studying in a university. “We get their financials
(statements), passports, addresses, contact info — every-
thing we need to create the I-20,” Sanchez says. The I-20 is
the basis of all international documents. It is needed for
students to receive a student visa from their respective
country before they can travel to the U.S. 
Studying in a different country can be expensive, but in-

ternational students pay approximately the same tuition as
a domestic student, except for a few hundred dollars more

Qihong Zheng, also known
as Mora, enjoys sitting

outside Coffeeberry after a
long day of studying. She

was drawn to the small
coffee shop after becoming

friends with the owners.

Mora enjoys a cup of hot tea
while engaging in a
conversation with her
professor at Coffeeberry.
Mora meets up with many
of her fellow students and
professors at the coffee
shop since it is one of her
favorite spots near campus. 

for international student fees, which vary. The only differ-
ence is that international students do not have the luxury of
setting up a payment plan like domestic students. “The rea-
son it’s expensive for them is because in order to get their I-
20 they need to show the full amount,” Sanchez says. 
Students need to provide bank or financial statements to

prove to admissions, international student services and the
government that they have the adequate funds for their ed-
ucation. Sanchez, who has worked with international stu-
dents for six years, has seen all types of financial situations.
Some students have parents who have saved up their
whole lives, others have parents who are CEOs and can af-
ford to send them to another country, and others have their
government funding their education. “We have Qatar and
Saudi Arabian students and those governments pay full on
the amount of tuition, and then the students get a stipend
of $5,000 to $6,000 a month,” Sanchez says.  

A home away from home
Despite the rough beginning, Mora has made a La Verne
family and helps her fellow international peers. Associate
Dean of the College of Business and Public Management
and Professor of Management Rita Thakur is one of a few
in Mora’s support system. Thakur, who was an international
student herself, makes it a priority to help other interna-
tional students. Thakur experienced racism and sexism as
an international student in the Midwest, but international
students in California do not have to face those types of is-
sues because of the liberal social values,
Thakur says. “There were very few of us back
then but, now there has been this huge shift of
international students, which means more in-
clusion,” Thakur says. 
She encourages international students to

step out of their comfort zones and get in-
volved on campus to further enhance their
perspectives and broaden their minds. That is
exactly what Mora has done, and she is taking
full advantage of her time at La Verne. She has
been the teacher’s aide in several accounting
classes, has tutored students in accounting at
the Academic Success Center, and is the cur-
rent vice president of the Society of Account-
ants.
Her work ethic impressed Thakur so much

that she helped Mora land an internship at
Aura Systems Technologies for the fall 2015
semester. She has made the Dean’s List her en-
tire time at La Verne and is a recipient of the
International Student Scholastic Award. “She’s
a very involved student and very committed.
She always wants to the best,” Thakur says. 
Thakur is even more impressed with Mora’s

giving spirit. The College of Business and Public Manage-
ment takes the international students in their department
on day trips. One trip in particular was to Palm Springs dur-
ing winter. Mora brought extra jackets with her just in case
other students forgot theirs or needed extra warmth. “She

said, ‘It will be cold there.’ She brought seven, eight jackets
with her. That’s just who she is,” Thakur says. 
Her kind nature is also felt by her peers. Fellow interna-

tional student and junior mathematics major Jiahuan
Huang, or Elaine, turns to Mora when she feels homesick.
“When you study abroad, you have to leave all your
friends and family; it’s really hard,” she says. Elaine con-
fides in Mora because she is a good listener and can relate
to her. Elaine jokes and says, “Everytime I call her, she is in
the library.” Studying and working hard is the golden rule
for Mora. 
When Mora is not studying hard, spending time with

friends is also a priority, since most of them are living away
from home. “It doesn’t matter what my friends want to do.
I’ll go to spend time with them, and I still enjoy myself,”
she says. Mora and her friends plan several different activi-
ties — hiking, indoor rock climbing, watching movies, and
they even recently went on a mud run. 
Yet the most important thing for Mora is to keep a posi-

tive mentality. A former faculty member encouraged Mora
to have a positive mindset and to be kind to others. “Bad
things will happen and people will frustrate you, and you’ll
want to lash out, but I just remember all the people in my
life and I’m good,” she says.  
Mora’s academic journey is not over yet — she is looking

into graduate school. Mora remains grateful for her oppor-
tunity to study in the U.S. and for the people she has met.
Until then, she continues her regular routines. It is lunch

time, and Mora is sitting at the counter at Coffeeberry talk-
ing to her friends and sipping on tea. One after another, a
few friends of hers walk in and are immediately greeted
with a smile and hug. “I will never forget the experiences
I’ve had here,” she says with a smile. n
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perience. Don Dunn became the law school’s next full-time
leader. “We felt that he was our best shot at shepherding through

the provisional process,” Rubin says.
Reinvigorated confidence aside,

the law school’s application was de-
nied again in 2003. “In some ways,
they were saying, ‘You haven’t made
sufficient progress since the last time
you applied, and that progress can’t
be made with a dean who just
showed up,’” Rubin says. “Now in
some ways I can take issue with that
conclusion, because I worked with
him several months before he actu-
ally came out, through email, phone,
etc. So when Don got here in June,
we were all ready to go. While we
were making progress, they wanted
to see Don in place a little bit longer.
At least that’s what they indicated.”
With Dunn a more permanent fix-

ture as dean in 2005, the College of
Law filed its third ABA application.
This time they were successful, re-
ceiving provisional accreditation in
February of 2006.
The College of Law’s standing with

the ABA was not the only thing that improved in 2006. Student en-
rollment began to grow significantly. By 2008, when Rubin served

In the world of legal education, a nod
from the American Bar Association —
the perennial godfather of stateside law
— is practically paramount. The ABA
can make or break a law school’s repu-
tation. In many cases, a law school
without ABA approval is like cereal
without milk: Just as one might hesitate
to eat cereal that is dry and flavorless,
prospective law students and employers
are just as hesitant to hire from a school
that does not appear to meet the ABA’s
rigorous standards, especially in the pri-
vate sector. A Princeton Review article
even went as far as to call a law degree
from a non-accredited school “a ticket
to nowhere,” particularly because many
states allow graduates from only ABA-
approved schools to sit the bar exam.
Those who take the non-ABA route are
usually iced out.
The University of La Verne College of

Law chased that coveted ABA stamp of
approval for nearly two decades, signifi-
cantly longer than anyone in administra-
tion had planned. During that time, the college went through
periods of both high-spirited adulation and all-time low
morale, challenging faculty to pick up the pieces. This past
March, however, the College of Law struck academic pay dirt.
The College of Law received full approval from the Ameri-

can Bar Association on March 14, making it the only law
school in the Inland Empire to reach the highest watermark of
law school authenticity. “I don’t think anybody involved in the
planning could have foreseen this being a 16-year process,”
Associate Dean of Student Affairs Randy Rubin says. “There
was sufficient bumps and bruises and cuts and a lot of car-
nage along the way.”
It was a process that administration expected to take four

years. It took closer to 16 to 20 years, including the rigorous
planning stages. “The lesson learned is that, to achieve na-
tional accreditation, you need to have a committed faculty
that is all on the same page and focusing on student success
and student learning, and you need to have the administrative
leadership and support to motivate people to stick to their
agenda,” University Provost Jonathan Reed says.

Laying the foundation
Although the latest concerted push for accreditation started
20 years ago, the College of Law had bid for accreditation
once before. A scant eight years after the College of Law
opened, officials filed their very first application in 1978. The
ABA denied the application, citing its infrastructure, which at
the time was quite weak. The law school was housed on the
main ULV campus, and the ABA felt that there needed to be
more space to accommodate faculty and students.
Following the 1978 rejection, despite a confident attitude

that accreditation was eminent, the conversation went silent

for 20 years. Not until the late 1990s, under an almost en-
tirely new guard, did the real journey begin. The College of
Law took its first steps on the rocky path to accreditation in
1996 when the University’s Board of Trustees put the plan into
motion. Shortly after the decision was made to pursue accred-
itation, an independent agency conducted a study that deter-
mined that the accreditation efforts should be focused on the
main law school — at the time, there were two law schools
owned by the University: one on the main ULV campus and
one in Woodland Hills. The decision was made to leave the
Woodland Hills campus out of the accreditation process en-
tirely, and the main law school relocated to Ontario — both
significant events that halted the application process. Finally,
with a sparse student body of about 175 students and a new
home in Ontario, the College of Law filed its first application
for ABA approval in 2000. It was denied.
“Institutionally, we were very confident that we would get

it, probably institutionally overconfident,” says Rubin, who
twice served as interim dean during key points in the Col-
lege’s history. “When we didn’t get it in the spring of 2001, it
really caused a morale issue throughout the student body and
certainly throughout the faculty. We somewhat went into a
lethargic downturn at that point.” 
The blow was not softened by the departure of Dean Ken-

neth Held, who had served for 16 years before stepping down
to return to the classroom. The atmosphere of disappointment
was palatable throughout the College.

A dean gets it ‘Dunn’
Rubin filled the role of interim dean for the first time during
the 2002-03 school year, during which the school focused ef-
forts on establishing a full-time dean with extensive ABA ex-

A glimpse into the La Verne College of  Law’s rocky road to national accreditation
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good win,” says Jendayi Saada, who came on as assistant
dean for the Center for Academic and Bar Readiness in
June of 2012. After the College of Law re-obtained its pro-
visional status in 2012, the focus shifted to improving those
rates.
“I think much more important than money and budget is

the human aspect, and the talent, the competence, the
dedication and the focus of the faculty preparing students
for the bar and giving them the best shot they possibly have
at passing the bar,” Reed says.
The second half of 2012 saw a beefed-up curriculum

and a number of new academic support services and per-
sonnel, all aimed at preparing law students for the toughest
test of their lives.
“Our goal was to strengthen the students from the first

year, continue to strengthen them throughout the three
years of law school using academic support-style methods,
and then in the third year have a very
vigorous early bar prep class,” Saada
says.
February of 2013 saw more low pass

rates, but the July exam yielded prom-
ising results, with the La Verne pass
rate falling within the ABA’s guidelines.
July of 2013 also marked a show of
solidarity between Saada and her stu-
dents.
“That was the year that I took the bar

exam with our students,” she says. “I
studied with them and I took the bar
exam with them and fortunately
passed. I wanted to encourage them to
participate in the programs, and so I
participated in the programs.” 
The February 2014 bar pass rates showed a vast improve-

ment, with La Verne’s students scoring a full 19 points
above the state average. “That was the year we beat Stan-
ford by a full 10 points,” Saada says proudly.

Holmes takes the helm
The final push for full accreditation picked up steam with
the appointment of Gilbert Holmes as the College of Law’s
newest dean. The New York University alumnus landed at
the University of La Verne College of Law in June of 2013
and immediately began challenging and reforming every-
thing from the college’s curriculum to the tuition model.
With 23 years of legal education experience under his belt
and another 16 running his own private practice in New
York City, Holmes came to La Verne with a desire to push
the envelope. Holmes’ extensive experience in legal edu-
cation gives him an additional advantage: He has fought in
the trenches of the accreditation battle before.
Holmes worked at Texas-Wesleyan University at a time

when the school also sought to move from provisional to
full ABA accreditation. In 1999, Texas-Wesleyan received
the accreditation it had been after only 10 short years after
the school initially opened in 1989. “Having been through
that process, I was aware that it’s an ongoing challenge to

meet the standards, and it requires everybody to have ten
toes in to make it happen,” Holmes says. “I also learned
from that experience that after getting accreditation, the
real work begins, because you can’t rest on your laurels.”
The College of Law once again received provisional ac-

creditation in 2012, so when Holmes arrived a year later,
student morale was hopeful.
“My being hired was a sign that the Board was still in-

vested in the future of the College of Law, so that added
some hopefulness to the morale,” Holmes says.
Holmes set about making changes to the College of Law

immediately, starting with the adoption of his True Tuition
Model, which set a flat rate on the law school’s tuition. For
a full-time student, the flat tuition is set at $25,000, a sig-
nificantly lower rate than previously. The increased afford-
ability coupled with a surge in bar exam performance put
the College of Law over the top.

The full ABA accreditation the University finally received
in March of 2016 symbolizes the culmination of the con-
certed efforts on the behalf of faculty and administrators.
For many, it is only an affirmation of the work the College
of Law has been doing all along. “They are working to pre-
pare students for the legal community in what I would say
is a more realistic way than some of the other schools, and
I think that will be exemplified and spread as a result of the
ABA accreditation,” says Danica Crittenden, who gradu-
ated from the College of Law in 2010.
Still, the College’s recognition means the world to faculty

members who have been involved in the effort from the
very beginning, faculty members like Rubin. “One of the
things that I’m happy about is because it gets old hearing
others say, ‘Well, you’re not fully approved’ or ‘You haven’t
been able to get full approval’ or ‘You’re only provisionally
approved. What if you don’t get full approval?’ I think what
getting full approval does is it provides a certain level of
permanence and stability.”
Ultimately, the ABA’s stamp of approval is cause for cele-

bration, but not complacency. Holmes plans on moving
forward in reshaping the way ULV tackles legal education.
“Journeys are just that,” Holmes says. “I always viewed ac-
creditation as a milestone and not a destination, and so the
journey continues.” n

Randy Rubin is the
associate dean for academic

affairs and a professor of
law at the University of La

Verne College of Law. Rubin
served two terms as the
interim dean in both the

2002-03 and 2007-08
school years.

his second stint as interim dean, student enrollment had
doubled compared to his first stint five years earlier.
“There’s a certain amount of energy,” Rubin says. “There
was a proliferation of student organizations. There was a
greater life at the institution that having a robust student
body brings.” 
On an institutional level, the College of Law was teem-

ing with the kind of morale that comes from being nation-
ally recognized. But fate was about to deal the college an-
other crippling blow.

An untimely departure
Dunn arrived at the College of Law in June of 2003 and
helped propel the school into national notoriety in three
short years. His rapport with the law students was uncanny,
and he was quickly a favorite among administration, not
only because of his knack for throwing great parties, but
also because of his patient temperament and position as a
leader among equals. “Students loved him,” Rubin says.
“He stood out and shook students’ hands as they greeted
him as they showed up. And he was well loved by faculty
and staff and students.”
The Dunn era of the College of Law was tragically cut

short when he was diagnosed with cancer in 2007, forcing
Rubin to reprise his role as interim dean in August of that
year. “(He) battled like crazy,” Rubin recalls. “He fought it
and fought it and fought it. Did everything that he possibly
could to beat it. But the opponent was a little too strong for
him.” Dunn died in January of 2008. He was 62. 

Losing steam
The College of Law welcomed Allen Easley in 2008 as
Dunn’s successor. Under his direction, the College contin-
ued its upward academic trajectory until 2011, when the
proverbial rug was pulled out from under the institution
when its application for approval was denied, forcing it
right back to square one. The suspension of the College of
Law’s accreditation came at the worst possible time, with

prospective students unsure about the law school’s future.
“The suspension of the COL’s fully accredited status took

place during the summer that our class was deciding on
which law school we would attend, so putting our trust –
and our money – behind a school whose accreditation
might not be intact by our (third) year required a huge leap
of faith,” says Sarah Peach, who graduated from the Col-
lege of Law in 2014.
The College of Law filed an emergency petition for provi-

sional accreditation, and by March of 2012, the ABA had
once again granted them provisional approval.
Still, there was much work to be done.

Raising the bar
When the ABA denied the College of Law accreditation in
2011, one of the factors cited was an unsatisfactory bar
pass rate. “When you go to a school that has had a persist-
ently low bar pass rate, the students begin to believe that
it’s either because of the school, or that they’re just not
good enough to pass the bar exam, and so you need a

Charles Doskow, who
served as the dean from

1980 to 1983, is currently
dean emeritus and a

professor of law at the
College of Law.

PREVIOUS: Current College
of Law Dean Gilbert Holmes
collects the elephants in his

office from places all over
the country. 
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be the original irrigation ditch which
brought water from the nearby moun-
tains to the Adobe.
Ygnacio later built the 13-room

Adobe with a 20-foot by 30-foot liv-
ing room and a 12-foot high ceiling
in 1855 for his family. They took pride
in the house. Back then, the bed-
rooms were used only for sleeping, so
they are not very big except for the
master bedroom, which is more luxu-
rious and equipped with a fireplace.
The living rooms in the middle of the
house are spacious for the Palomares
family and also their relatives and
friends when they visit. Outside, there
is a covered long porch connected to
the rooms, and several chairs where
the family could sit outside in the
shade. The Palomareses grew herbs in
the garden on the Adobe land for sea-
soning and medical purposes. Out-
side the house, there is a well and a

sign displaying the name of the house. Inside,
items such as beaded necklaces, Spanish
laced dresses and kitchen utensils donated by
descendants of the Palomares family are dis-
played, showing glimpses of how the early set-
tlers lived. Leaning against a wall inside one of
the rooms is Ygnacio’s tombstone, which used
to be located at his grave at the Palomares Me-
morial Park across the street. The tombstone
was relocated because people continuously
trespass and vandalize the tombstones at the
park. A few decades ago, a passerby reported
finding Ygnacio’s tombstone lying in the mid-
dle of San Antonio Boulevard in Pomona
when it fell out of a person’s car while he or
she was fleeing the scene with the tombstone.
Vandalizations and robberies are still prob-
lems today. The Historical Society of Pomona
Valley is trying to prevent the crimes from hap-
pening, but there is a lack of funding because
the society mainly runs on donations.

From Mexican to American
Alta California, meaning “Upper California,” was the area
that is now California, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Colorado
and Wyoming. It was previously part of the Spanish Empire
before becoming a Mexican province in 1822 after the
Mexican War of Independence against Spain. Rancho San
José includes the present day Pomona, La Verne, San Di-
mas, Glendora, Azusa, Claremont, Walnut, Covina and Di-
amond Bar, and it was originally a part of the Mission San
Gabriel Arcángel. The land was removed from the mission
when the Mexican government mandated the 1833 Mexi-
can secularization act. Mexico did not want Spain to con-
tinue influencing and controlling California due to the 21
Roman Catholic missions in the state. But the Mission San
Gabriel, built and founded in 1771 by early Spanish set-
tlers, would continue to be a major part of the community,
especially the Palomares family. 
In 1837, Ygnacio and Ricardo asked Alta California Gov-

ernor Juan Bautista Alvarado for the 15,000-acre Rancho
San José, and the pair of Spanish friends were granted the
land in honor of their contributions in the Mexican War of
Independence against Spain. When Ygnacio and Ricardo
arrived in Alta California, there were mostly only Native
Americans, Tongvas, who were living in the area, and
Ygnacio and Ricardo operated sheep and cattle ranches
and grew crops on the Rancho San José land. Ygnacio was
a juez del campo (“judge of the plains”) of the Rancho San
José at the time, and his job was to settle disputes on
rodeos and harvests. 
California became the 31st state of the United States in

1850 after the country’s victory in the Mexican-American
War. The 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo is the peace
treaty between the U.S. and Mexico to end the war, and it
stated the land grants would be honored. However, the
1851 Act to Ascertain and Settle Private Land Claims in the
State of California required Spanish and Mexican landown-
ers to file for claims through the Public Land Commission
and the U.S. District Court. It was a lengthy process that
took many years, but Ygnacio and Ricardo were eventually
able to claim their land. 
La Casa Primera was the family residence for about 17

years until Ygnacio finished building the Adobe in 1855.
The house is also built on an accessible location facing the
road, now known as Arrow Highway. It was convenient for

Guy Talbott, great-great-
great-grandson of Ygnacio
Palomares, and Debby
Benton, great-great-great-
great-granddaughter of
Ygnacio, review their family
tree in “Windows in an Old
Adobe.” The book is about
the Palomares family and
early Pomona Valley
history, and it was
published in 1939 by Bess
Adams Garner, who
interviewed more than 60
people associated with the
family. 

La Casa Primera de Rancho
San José is the oldest house
in the Pomona Valley. It is a
five-room Mexican adobe-
style house built by Don
Ygnacio Palomares in 1837.
The Palomares family
immigrated from Spain,
and they ran sheep and
cattle ranches and grew
crops on their land.

Thirty years ago, Hesperia resident Debby Benton drove to
Pomona with a man she had just started dating. When they
passed by a particular house on Arrow Highway, it caught
their attention. “He said, ‘That’s my family’s house,’ and I
said, ‘That’s my family’s house too,’ and it was why we
couldn’t date anymore,” Debby, 59, says. The house —
Ygancio Palomares Adobe — was built between 1850 and
1855 by Don Ygnacio Palomares, the first European settler
in the Pomona Valley, and Debby is his great-great-great-
great-granddaughter who unknowingly dated another Palo-
mares descendant. “His mom told me I
was ‘the other side of the family’ — I
didn’t even ask what that means,”
Debby says, remembering how she
broke up with him because the idea of
dating a relative, no matter how distant,
was too strange to her.
Long before sitting through congested

freeways for hours to get across town
was the norm, there was practically
nothing in the Los Angeles County but
vacant land, a small amount of tribal
Native Americans and a few Spanish
settlers. The history of Pomona Valley
and the reason why Pomona has its
own water department can all tie back
to two houses in the residential neigh-
borhood — La Casa Primera de Rancho
San José (meaning “The First House of
Rancho San José”) and Ygancio Palo-
mares Adobe. La Casa Primera is the
oldest house in the Pomona Valley. It
dates back to 1837 when it was built on
vacant land called Rancho San José,
granted to Ygnacio, who later became
the last Los Angeles mayor under Mexi-
can rule, and Don Nepomuceno Ricardo Vejar, who even-
tually became a Los Angeles “juez de campo,” or country-
side judge. Even though the houses were initially built on
Mexican-ruled land, they are now on American soil. And
the once completely vacant land the houses were con-
structed on is now Pomona, a city with a population of
over 149,000 people. Nevertheless, after more than a cen-
tury and a half, La Casa Primera de Rancho San José and
Ygancio Palomares Adobe are still standing strong. They
are important representations of the colonial history of the
Pomona Valley.

The pride of the family
Ygnacio built the five-room, Mexican adobe-style La Casa
Primera for himself and his wife Doña Maria Concepcion
“Doña China” López de Palomares in 1837. Adobe means
“mud brick” in Spanish, and this construction method re-
sults in reliable and durable buildings. Although stable and
steady to this day, the house is simple and modest, perhaps
different than what someone would expect the owner of
over 1,000 acres of land to have lived in. There is a long

porch at the front of the house, and
several long, narrow columns act as
support from the roof to the ground.
There are many large windows
around the house to allow natural
light. After acquiring La Casa
Primera (and the Adobe as well), the
Historical Society of Pomona Valley,
to the best of its ability, remodeled it
to its earliest state. Because there

were photographs and written de-
scriptions of the house from the
1870s, the society was able to
renovate it close to how the house
appeared at that time. Inside,
there is furniture from the 19th
century and many photographs of
the Palomares family. As someone
drives down Park Avenue in
Pomona today, it is not obvious
that a 179-year-old house is lo-
cated on an otherwise typically
residential street, because La Casa
Primera is built further down the
lot than the houses next to it.
Thus, it is easy to miss the house
since it is somewhat hidden. At
the area adjacent to the house,
there is a garden with many roses.
There is also a “zanja,” an irriga-
tion ditch, on the land. It is said to
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there’s hundreds of them, some from out of state and some
in state. Palomares had eight kids and Vejar had nine kids.
The Palomereses married the Vejars because you only got a
couple of families and they didn’t have a lot of choice to
marry.” For people who live in the Los Angeles area, there
are high chances that they know a Palomares descendant.
In “Windows in an Old Adobe,” a 1939 book written by

Bess Adams Garner about the Palomares family and early
Pomona Valley history, there is a family tree that shows that

many marriages were in fact within the family. “It’s just like
a tree, I think there’s thousands of them,” says E. Guy Tal-
bott, 74, great-great-great-grandson of Ygnacio and
Debby’s first cousin once removed. Guy says besides mar-
rying the Vejars, the Palomareses often married within the
family because they wanted to keep the lineage Spanish.
However, to Guy’s surprise, he says a DNA test indicated
he has 15 percent Native American blood. Somewhere
down the family line, there was at least one ancestor who
was a Native American, and it was like a broken rule of the
family since the Palomareses tried to keep their ethnicity
purely Spanish.
Keeping the family Spanish was important to the Palo-

mares, at least back in Ygnacio’s days, because the family
has “sangre azul,” or “blue blood.” The López family from
China’s side has a coat of arms with five crosses of honor
and was the first family to reside in California and build a

house in present-day San Diego in 1770. One of the family
members, Maria Facunda Zamora de López, was a descen-
dant of the Dukes of Medina with “blue blood.” Ygnacio’s
side of the family is also connected with the Spanish roy-
alty through an earlier ancestor, Don Francisco de Palo-
mares, governor of the St. Gregory castle at Oran, Spain.
Don and Doña are also honorific Spanish titles reserved for
royalty members and people related to the royalty.
One of the Palomares family’s favorite pastimes was tra-

ditional Spanish dances. As descendants of the Palomare-
ses, Debby’s grandparents were also passionate about
dancing. They were part of a Spanish dance group and
formed a club with other relatives in the San Gabriel,
Pomona and Azusa area. However, Debby was not too in-
terested in the traditions nor the family history until her
mother and grandfather passed away, but now, she wants
to learn more about her family history and tries to pass the
knowledge to her children and grandchildren. 
Debby, like her ancestors, is proud of her heritage and

family background. “It makes me very proud to be a part of
the family. I just wish my family would keep me in more of
it but it was more of an everyday thing to them. The older
you get, the more you’re interested in,” Debby says. The
older relatives of Guy and Debby used to gather in a
group, but as the years went by, more relatives passed
away, and traditions were halted. “We used to be really
into it, but then all of a sudden, it all went away,” Guy says.
Debby and Guy hope their family members would be in-

terested in the family history and continue telling the sto-
ries of Don Ygnacio Palomares for generations to come.
While a century has passed by, some traditions of the Palo-
mares family are still upheld. For example, Guy was bap-
tized in Mission San Gabriel, while one of Debby’s child-
hood memories was attending special masses that were
only for the Palomares family at the Mission San Gabriel.
Although Guy lives in Hesperia, he also makes day trips to
Los Angeles every once in a while, just like Ygnacio and
his family. Regarding the “sangre azul,” Guy believes it is a
part of him. “When I cut myself, blue blood comes out. I’m
royal blood,” Guy says. 
Rain or shine, La Casa Primera de Rancho San José and

Ygnacio Palomares Adobe are here to stay in Pomona.
Generations of descendants have visited the houses to
imagine how life was like for the family that lived in the
house, from the time when the land was Mexican to Amer-
ican. 
Currently, both houses are opened from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

on Sundays. They also serve as sites for traditional Mexican
and Spanish folklorico festivities and celebrations. The
Adobe currently operates as an early California ranchos
museum. On some days, children from local schools can
be seen crowding around the Adobe to learn how to build
adobe bricks from Mickey. 
No matter how much of the surroundings have evolved,

and how much the society has advanced technologically
and scientifically, the houses are still standing strong to
continue being solid representations of the past, the pres-
ent and the future. n

the Palomareses to travel to the Mission San Gabriel Arcán-
gel, approximately 20 miles away, and the family often vis-
its the mission for a special mass. The women of the house-
hold would sleep at the relatives’ houses in San Gabriel for
a night, because traveling by wagon from Pomona to San
Gabriel would take almost all day. However, the men
would arrive the next day on horseback, which took only
two or three hours. Sometimes, a priest would travel
through the same route from the mission to the Adobe for
religious functions. Although it was a long journey for the
Palomares family, the route is only an approximately 45-
minute drive by present-day side streets.
The house is also located at the crossroads next to the

highway to San Bernardino. The Adobe is close to the
mountains, with Mount Baldy not too far away. Life inside
the thick walls of the Adobe was often lively and exciting,
since Ygnacio had eight children and many more grand-
children. Many important life events, from births to mar-
riages to deaths, happened in the Adobe. Ygnacio’s friend-
ship with Ricardo was also strengthened over the years
when their children started marrying one another. The Palo-
mares family owned the upper part of Rancho San José,
while the Vejar family owned the lower part. Together, they
formed a community and had traditions such as baptizing
infants at the Mission San Gabriel or visiting Pueblo de Los
Ángeles (present-day Los Angeles) during their free time,
and some of these traditions are still upheld by their de-
scendants today, over 100 years later. Ygnacio also gave
land to his family and friends as the community continued
to grow.
As more travelers started passing through the Pomona

Valley, the Adobe was gaining more prominence in the
area as the “House of Hospitality” due to the family’s wel-
coming hospitality. Instead of making pit stops at gas sta-
tions or fast food restaurants, travelers back then stopped at
the Adobe, where they could stay for a few days in the
bedrooms and purchase food and necessities before con-
tinuing their journeys. While the Palomares family was do-
ing well for years, a drought in the early 1860s caused the
ranches and the crops to die out. Fearing the lack of water,
Ygnacio asked Native Americans to help him dig a water
ditch. However, three Palomares children soon died from
smallpox, and Ygnacio died in 1864. After her husband’s
death, China started selling the Rancho San José land in
1865, and eventually, thousands of acres of the land grant
were left the hands of the Palomares family. 

The water companies and establishing
Pomona
One of Ygnacio’s son, Don Francisco, moved into La Casa
Primera with his wife Doña Lujardo Alvarado in 1867.
Soon, Francisco discovered the first artesian well in the
area, and it provided water for him to plant orange trees.
An artesian well is different from other wells because the
water can flow up to the surface, making it more conven-
ient to obtain water. Parts of the old stone-lined ditch re-
mains on the La Casa Primera land to this day. In 1874,
with the rights to the land and the water to the area now

known as Pomona Valley, Francisco formed the Old Settle-
ment Water Company with Cyrus Burdick and P.C. Tonner.
Even though the water rights were later sold to different
hands, Francisco’s efforts in securing the water rights are
the reason why to this day, Pomona has its own water re-
sources and its own agency, the Pomona Department of
Water. The City of Pomona 2014 Annual Water Quality Re-
port states that 70 percent of the city’s water was produced
from city-owned wells at three groundwater aquifers lo-
cated in Pomona and Claremont. According to Mickey
Gallivan, president of the Historical Society of Pomona Val-

ley, Pomona’s water tastes better because most of the water
is well water. “A lot of the other areas use the water from
the Colorado River, and it doesn’t taste as good. (The
Pomona water) definitely tastes a lot better than bottled wa-
ters,” Mickey says. 
By the late 1800s, due to the lush land and the thriving

plants and trees, Pomona attracted almost 4,000 people to
the area before it even became a city, according to Mickey.
“You can plant a tree here and if you’re not careful, in 10
or 20 years, it’s 80 feet tall,” Mickey says. “Things grow re-
ally well, as opposed to Upland and Ontario, which has
more rocks. There was a lot of water — San José Creek and
all the artesian wells.” 
As technology advanced and railroads were built, more

people were moving to the Pomona Valley and buying
more blocks and building houses, but the area was still
known as Rancho San José until there was a contest to
name the city. Solomon Gates, a horticulturist, won the
contest with “Pomona,” named after the ancient Roman
goddess of fruit. Locals also gathered at the Adobe to par-
ticipate in Spanish festivities and dances. In 1888, Pomona
was established as a city officially.

History preserved through generations
With 15,000 acres of land, it is ironic Ygnacio Palomares
built only two houses, but his legacy lives on as an impor-
tant part of local history. The houses remain in Pomona as
sites where his descendants would visit to learn about their
ancestors and to experience how they lived back then.
Having been a volunteer at the Historical Society of
Pomona Valley for over 20 years, Mickey has met hundreds
of Palomares or Vejar descendants. “A lot of them come in
here and say they’re descendants,” Mickey says. “Oh,

The Ygancio Palomares
Adobe, built by Don Ygnacio
Palomares between 1850 to

1855, was acquired by the
Historical Society of

Pomona Valley, which
turned the house into an
early California ranchos

museum in 1940. Ygancio
Palomares Adobe received

the National Register of
Historic Places distinction in

1971.
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the players,” Rex says.
Rex and his staff worked every day of the week to shape

up the team and would practice five days a week for two
hours. He did not make practices long because he knew
education was more important and wanted his players to
enjoy their social lives. The aspect of conditioning was em-
phasized. Back in the 1990s, they did not have a strength
coach and there was no such thing as off-season condi-
tioning, but players would still hit the weight room to earn
a start or more playing time.
The following year in 1994, it was a time for redemption

to prove they were worthy of a spot. The team went 9-0
and were chosen by the committee, which helped punch a
ticket to the NCAA Division III playoffs for the first time to

face St. John’s College in Minnesota. Their run was cut
short, falling 51-12. When it was time to call it quits in
1995, Don Morel was ready to step in with a team already
ready for another winning season. His team went 9-0 that
season year and won the conference. However, they were
not chosen for the playoffs, which was the last time La
Verne saw the light of playoffs.

High expectations for a new coach
The La Verne Athletic Association search committee inter-
viewed many candidates for Andrew Ankeny’s replace-
ment. After many candidates, Chris Krich was chosen to
fill the role in February 2011. Rex Huigens was a part of
that committee. He thought Chris shared the values the

University promoted. “I was excited right at the beginning
and knew he would be a great fit for La Verne,” Rex says. 
Prior to La Verne, Chris served three seasons as defensive

coordinator at Lakeland College in Wisconsin and five sea-
sons at Millikin University in Illinois. Stepping into the
role, he had a tough time adjusting because it was his first
head-coaching job. He knew La Verne’s program had been
struggling, but he knew it could be successful. “We started
off this program doing the main thing I know, which is to
give great effort, and you have to be able to work hard,”
Chris says. “To change the mind frame to, ‘Hey, we can
win football games’ was tough.”
One of the first things Chris wanted to incorporate was a

strength program and emphasized the importance of off-
season conditioning and weight training. Players would hit
the weight room and work with the University’s first
strength and conditioning coach, Matt Durant, who has
been with La Verne since 2002. Matt had a different rela-
tionship with each head coach. Each coach and staff had
different personalities, and coaching methods changed
each time. How they dealt with the team made the biggest
difference from Matt’s perspective. “My vision and (Chris’)
vision is the same and we look at it like a collaboration,”
Matt says. “He lets me do my job and I have his back like
a brother.” Matt gets up at 4 a.m., ready to train student
athletes at La Verne. “As a strength coach, you’re there to
help guide, and maybe a day when they just don’t have it,
you’re there to kick them in the backside a little bit, get

The 2015 University of La
Verne football team, led by

head coach Chris Krich,
went 7-0 in the Southern
California Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference and

won the championship, its
first since 1995. La Verne
made its first appearance

since 1994 in the NCAA
Division III Football

Championship.

Rex Huigens led the
University of La Verne
football team to back-to-
back Southern California
Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference Championships
in 1993 and 1994. With a 9-
0 record in SCIAC in 1994,
the team also made its first
NCAA Division III Football
Championship playoff
appearance.

As the clock counts down to end the fourth quarter and
the game, the crowd cheers and tears of joy begin to run
down the faces of the La Verne football team. A loud
buzzing sound echoes throughout Ortmayer Stadium. The
game is over. The team completed the Southern California
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference undefeated and as
champions against the Cal Lutheran Kingsmen Nov. 14.
Iced water from orange coolers is poured on everyone, left
and right. The noisemakers from the crowd grow louder
and louder. This familiar feeling has returned to the Uni-
versity of La Verne, along with the shiny gold SCIAC tro-
phy. The football program at the University of La Verne
started in 1921 and entered the SCIAC in 1926. The pro-
gram won its first SCIAC championship in 1975 under
Roland Ortmayer, who was head coach from 1948 to
1990. During his time, he won two championships in
1975 and 1982. After working under Roland for 21 years,
Rex Huigens took over as head coach in 1991. Rex
helped lead the team to three more SCIAC champi-
onships, with back-to-back undefeated regular seasons
and their first ever playoff appearance. Don Morel, Rex’s
offensive coach, took over in 1995. In his first year, he led
the team to another undefeated season and another SCIAC
championship. After 20 seasons, he stepped down before
the 2007 season and finished with a 48-59 record. An-
drew Ankeny had no luck and the team went on a 19-
game losing streak. He had to win at least four games in
2010 — when he failed to do that, he was let go in 2010,
finishing 4-32. Then, Chris Krich opened the doors to a
whole new ball game. 
After four seasons of losing streaks, 2015 became a

whole new season. The shiny, golden championship trophy
with the words “SCIAC” on the top gold plate finally had
the words “2015 University of La Verne” on it. Twenty
years later, it returned home. “It took a while to get a good
head coach, along with a staff that helps the players,
which I think we have that now for the long haul. The bot-
tom line in all of that is we didn’t have good enough play-
ers to win the conference,” Rex says. 

The Rex era
In his first two years as head coach, Rex led the team to
win 14 games, losing three, and came up short of a SCIAC

championship. In his third year in 1993, the team went 7-2
and captured the SCIAC championship, Rex’s first as head
coach. However, back then, even if a team won the con-
ference, it did not guarantee a spot in the playoffs. Instead,
a committee chose the teams, and La Verne was one of the
unlucky ones. This helped the team work harder the fol-
lowing year to make a statement.
In Rex’s approach to the game plan, he made sure the

players played with integrity and hard work. He would see
their strengths and was able to put them in a situation to
get them working. “I think the other teams did as good, but
never better than us, and analyzing who played well, who
didn’t, what mistakes were made, bad calls — we’re al-
ways looking what we as coaches did wrong first before
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ished 2-7. It seemed that the team efforts were declining,
but hope was not completely lost.
In the 2014 season, the team won its first game against

George Fox University, and things seemed to look up.
Though from there, everything went downhill, as the team
faced loss after loss, and its only win came against the
Pomona-Pitzer Sagehens. 
This season, the team came back with high hopes of

turning its season around. In the beginning of the 2015
season, the team faced George Fox University once again
and won. In their following game, they lost. It seemed to
be the same story as the 2014 season, and the disbelievers
were back. “When I first got here, people told me that we’d
never win and part of the reason why I took this job was
because they told us that. And when you tell me I can’t do
something, I’m going to try to go and do it. That’s the men-
tality of not just myself, but the coaches and players we
have,” Chris says. 

The sweet smell of victory
The team began SCIAC play against the Occi-
dental Tigers and came out with the win. The
following week, they defeated Claremont-
Mudd-Scripps for homecoming and then Whit-
tier. But many thought a loss would follow, as
the Leopards were set to face the Redlands Bull-
dogs, a team they had not beaten since 1995 —
but the Leopards surprised many with a 49-42
win. That win sparked more fire in the determi-
nation of the La Verne football team to carry out
the rest of the season undefeated. After a 49-35
win against Pomona-Pitzer, La Verne clinched a
share of the SCIAC championship. The players
were driven to seal that title, but it all came
down to the following game against Cal
Lutheran. Both teams played strong, but La
Verne stayed in the lead. 
That was not the only thing many were cheer-

ing for that day. In the last 10 seconds of the
third, senior running back Travis Sparks-Jackson

ran for 41 yards, becoming La Verne’s all-time leading
rusher, surpassing Matthew Biggers, who set the record in
2013 with 2,844 yards. Travis finished his collegiate career
with 3,046 yards, with 1,521 yards from the 2015 season
alone, ranking 15th in the nation. “It was awesome, but it
wasn’t just about me,” Travis said. “I have to give the credit
to the offense for blocking, the coaches for trusting in me
and my team for believing in me.”
The game clock ran down, cheers went up, players ran to

the middle of the field, coaches were soaked with water
and ice from the orange coolers to celebrate the win and
taking sole possession of the SCIAC championship. This
win also marked La Verne’s first win over the Kingsmen
since 2000. “I still get chills thinking about it because I
know how hard they work in the off-season because I de-
mand a lot from them,” Matt Durant says. “These guys gave
me everything they had, something you can’t put a price
tag on, and that’s effort, sweat and energy. The satisfaction

of watching them succeed gets me emotional just thinking
about it, and it’s very humbling that I got to be a part of it
this year.”
La Verne faced the No. 3 ranked University of St. Thomas

in the NCAA Division III National Championship First
Round, and traveled to St. Paul, Minnesota to face the Tom-
mies at O’Shaughnessy Stadium. The Tommies stayed in
the lead since the beginning and the Leopards efforts were
not enough to get past, ending their season. It was not ex-
actly the ending they wanted, but were happy at how far
they have come. They finished the season 8-2 overall and
7-0 in SCIAC play. “It was a great experience. I’m happy
for our players and coaches. But for those players in the
amount of things we asked them to do and to trust what
we were trying to teach them,” Chris says. “It wasn’t that
we were more talented than anybody else, it was the fact
that we played for each other. We just had it, and it’s hard
to explain.”

A bittersweet ending
Taking down their names with their number on the side
from their empty green steel lockers marks the end of an
era for the 2015-16 season for the football players. You may
see players and even coaches from time to time sporting
their SCIAC championship rings, in titanium, silver or gold,
with their names on one side and Leopards on the other.
The words “SCIAC Champions,” surrounded by shiny jew-
els and with LV in the middle, adorn the rings. “Our season
was the perfect way to go out as seniors,” Travis said. “Even
though we achieved all the accolades and well-deserved
rings, what I appreciate most are the memories made with
Leopard family.”
There are high expectations for the team next season.

Any new changes, are up to Coach Krich and the coaching
staff. The players strive to be all in, and like the La Verne
football team says, they strive to “RYFP,” or “reach your full
potential.” 
Many hope to keep the winning season in the La Verne

football program alive, but work still has to be done in
every aspect. “We’re going to continue to be successful
here for a long time, and just let people question us be-
cause ‘Why not us?’ and every time someone doubts us, it
just puts a little more fire in determination in us and we’re
going to go for it,” Chris says.
It took 20 years for the golden SCIAC trophy to return to

La Verne. With the right coach and coaching staff, it made
it easier to lead. This season, the team had something that
had been missing for the last two decades. Rex believes
coaching is just a part of the success, but it comes down to
who he is coaching. 
“It’s ability and attitude and if they are coachable,” Rex

says. “Those things come together and they had that com-
bination this year.” They were tough enough, both offen-
sively and defensively, and things came together. The future
of the program is in good hands. 
With the changed culture and mindset of the players, the

football program was able to reclaim the highly-coveted
championship trophy after a 20-year struggle. n

La Verne head coach Chris
Krich and his staff were
named the 2015 Southern
California Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference
Coaching Staff of the Year.
Chris Krich took over as
head coach in 2011 and is
heading into his sixth
season. 

them going, there to challenge them, and see what they
can do,” he says. 
When players work with him, they go from running to

lifting weights — nothing is left behind. “It is more of what
my players don’t do,” Matt says. “They do everything,
working on continual progress through the off-season of
strength and power condition and trying to get faster, in-
crease their body weight and strength.” Under Matt, play-
ers would be given packets of things to do over the winter
break and January term, before the real work would start.
In April, they would attend “strength and conditioning with
limited football instruction,” where coaches run them for
four days a week for four weeks. “(Matt’s) not in there to be
their drill sergeant, but to make sure they’re doing things
right,” Chris says. 
With the players locked in to the importance of workouts

with Matt, they also had to interpret the game plans taught
by Chris and coaching staff. They developed and built
strategies with one another, watching videos
of opposing teams. These methods helped
Chris and the coaching staff earn the 2015
SCIAC Coaching Staff of the Year award. 
On the offensive side, they were taken

care of by offensive coordinator Richard
Worsell. He entered the La Verne program
the same time as Chris. Rich spent two sea-
sons as offensive coordinator at Illinois Col-
lege, and before that, spent three seasons as
the passing coordinator at Millikin Univer-
sity. At La Verne, Rich wanted the team to be-
come closer, not just as teammates, but also
as brothers. 
“Our culture as a team is more important

than any playbook I could write. We needed
to contribute to become closer and needed
to open up and be vulnerable and connect
with each other,” he says. In the 2015 sea-
son, La Verne had one of the best offenses in
the nation, ranking 45th in the nation in total
offense with 444.1 and committed the 17th
fewest turnovers in the country. 
Going hand-in-hand with the offense is the defense,

which makes sure the field has the La Verne offense in
most of the game. A strong soul stepped into the program
as defensive coordinator: Oscar Rodriguez. He is a two-
time cancer survivor and a veteran in the coaching aspect.
His most recent job was associate head coach and defen-
sive coordinator at Garden City Community College in
Kansas. He also served as the team’s special teams coordi-
nator, recruiting coordinator and director of operations. His
impact not only affected the program as a whole, but also
the players. Many the players see him as an inspiration.
One of the first things he said at the first day of camp that
all players remember was that they should put their ring
size on their lockers because they were going to win the
SCIAC championship. 
Working with him was different than with any other

coach. “He expects your top performance in anything, and

that’s what not only I love about him, but the team,” senior
linebacker Matt Canlas says. “He pushes you to be the
greatest and no matter how much or how hard he gets on
you, you always know that he’s doing it because he loves
you and wants the team to be successful.” With the addi-
tion of Coach Rodriguez to the staff this year, he was a dif-
ference maker. He helped guide the team to become fear-
less. He rebuilt a broken and doubtful team and pulled
their confidence from within them.
One of the main things Chris and the coaches look for in

players is passion. “We want guys that really are football
players, not guys that want to say that they are football
players and take their pictures with their locker and put it
on Instagram all the time, that type of show-off stuff. You
have to have passion to play because it’s not all about win-
ning. Don’t get me wrong, I want to win every football
game, but it’s about doing things the right way,” Chris says.
Finding students is one thing, but finding a student-ath-

lete that will fit in the La Verne football culture is another.
Since it is a non-scholarship program, it is a little hard to
get student-athletes to choose La Verne for football, since
many have the dream of being recruited by top schools like
USC or Notre Dame. An average of 50-60 freshman per
year come to campus, and some stay overnight to see what
it is like to be a part of the La Verne family. “It takes guys
with passion, understanding and want to be great team-
mate. That’s what it takes to be a La Verne football player,”
Chris says. 
The La Verne football program did not remember what it

was like to win, so with the addition of the new coach,
many thought that would be the end of the losing streak —
but that did not mean it would happen right away. In his
first two seasons as head coach, Chris led the team to a 4-5
season record in both years. The following year, the team
lost one more than the following, and finished 3-6. Last
season, the team added another loss to the column and fin-
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